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turning officer issuing a postal vote. There
should he provision for it in Form 21.

M1r. Dc/h: It was provided that the
elector must declare he was legally quali-
fied to vote.

Mr. ANGWIN: Many of the officers
appointed to take postal votes were not
supplied with copies of the Act.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Pro-
vision was made in this form to meet the
case. The elector had to acknowledge the
receipt of the ballot paper and had to
declare that he was legally qualified to
be enrolled and that he was still so quali-
fied.

On motion by the Attorney General,
Appendix A (Examples of marking bal-
lot papers), and Appendix B (Examples
of an election of more than one member
for the same district), were struck out.

Schedule as amended put and passed.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

ADJOURNMENT.
The Hous& adjourned at 1.22 o'clock

Friday (morning), until the afternoon.

legislative. Eseemblip,
Friday, 29th November, 1907.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
o'lc p.m.

Prayers.

BITLL-LAND AND INCOME TAX
ASSESSMENT.

Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

BILL-LAND AND INCOME TAX.

Bill to impose a Tax-Third Reading.

Ar. FOULKES : Owing to a mistake
made in an arrangement arrived at, the
amount of the income tax had been fixed
at 4d. without an amendment having been
moved that it was intended to reduce it
to 2d. Certain members on this side of
the House had decided that the amount
under the Bill was too high, and that it
should be decreased. Under a misappre-
hension the clause wvas allowved to pass
without a division. His reason for
speaking on the third reading was to have
it recorded that many Ministerial suppor-
ters considered that an income tax of 4d.
was too heavy, and that a tax of 2d.
would have been quite ample. He
moved -

That the Bill be recommitted, with~ a
view to insert an amendment reducing
the amount of the income tax from 4d.
to 2d.

Had a division taken place on the pre-
vious afternoon there would not have
been a majority of mnore than one or two
votes wvhether for the fourpenny or two-
penny tax.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
was not in order in movingr the motion at
this stage. The Bill could not be re-
committed, as notice had not been given.
Standing Order 301 said :

" Amendments may be moved to such
question (that this Bill be now read a
third time) by leaving out I'now' and
adding 'this day three months,' 'six
mouths'I or any other time, or the ques-
tion, may be neg-atived, or the previous
question moved."
M1r. H.' BROWN : At various stages

he had used all the arguments he could
to defeat if possible both the land and
income tax proposals. There was no~t one
member on the Ministerial side of the
House who was returned pledged to sup-
port an income tax. Last year the Trea-
surer said he would obtain sufficient
money by a land tax to square the finan-
ces of the State. If due economies- wvere
effected in administration, there would be
no necessity for an incomne tax, and es-
pecially would there be no necessity for
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so high a tax as was fixed by the Govern-
ment. As a protest he would wove-

That the Rill be read a third timne
this day three mnonths.

Mr. TAYLOR seconded the motion.
Motion (three months) put, and a divi-

sion taken with the following result :
Ayes .. . .14

Noes .. . .18

Majority against .. 4
AnTES 'qors'

Mr., Anlwin M9r. Barnett
Mr. Bolton Mr. Btrebber
Mr. H. Brown Mr. Coweher
Mr. T. L. Brown Mr. Daelish
Nr. cower Mr. Davies
Wr. Draper Mr. Ed
Mfr. Heiboan Mr. Foulkes
Mr. Holmma 'Mr. Gregory
Mr. Scaddan Mr. Kenan
Mr. Stuart Mr. MoLarty
Mr. Taylor Mr. N. J. Moore
Mr. Underwood M~r. S. F. Moore
Mr. Walker Mr. Piesse
Mr. Troy Talr. Mr. Price

Mr' Smith
Mr. Veryard
Xr. F. Wilson
Mr. Gordon (rellerj.

Motion thus negatived.
Question (third reading) put and

passed.
Bill read a third time, and transmitted

to the Legislative Council.

DENMARK RAILWAY ANT? ESTATE
PUIRCHFASE.

Motion to Apkrove.
Debate resumed from the 21st Novem-

ber, on the Premier's motion ".1That this
House approves. of the purchase by the
Government of the Denmark Railway and
E'state at the price of £50,000, and sub-
ject to the terms and conditions of a
draft agreement now submitted to the
House."

Hon. F. H. PIESSE (Katanning): Al-
though the proposal which has been
placed before the House for our con-
sideration is not of such magnitude as
previous proposals for the purchase of
the Great Southern Railway in the past,
and the ill-fated proposals for the pur-
-chase of the Midland Railway, yet look-
ing at the matter from the standpoint of
the country generally, more particularly
,of the southern part of the State, that
-surrounding the port of Albany, I am
satisfied that this is a proposal that

(42)

should receive due consideration and a
favourable reception at the hands of
members. I regret I was not present to
bear the speech of the Premier when in-
troducing this motion. I have, however,
taken the opportunity of reading his it-
marks, and I am pleased to notice that
he had placed before members the his-
tory of the past in connection with the
selection of land and the carrying out
of the various works in regard to the
Great Southern Railway and the subse-
quent arrangements made with Messrs.
C. & E. Miller in regard to the Torbay
Railway. The history which hie gave and
the facts which he placed before mem-
hers were a true statement of the affairs.
The Premier has also placed on the table
of the House all particulars relating to
the purchase and the necessary iiformia-
tion to enable members to deal with the
matter, which is of importance. There
are apparently some miseonceptiuzis as
to the arrangements of the past, and be-
fore giving my advocacy to the motion
and also placing the facts which I hope
to place before inembers to be of assist-
ance to them, I should like to go back
to the time referred to by the memiber
for Murchison in his speech the other
evening. He referred to the canicella-
tion of a previous arrangement naade
with Messrs. C. & E. MKiller on the motion
of Sir John Forrest, and the taking over
of the land granted to that comnpanmy in
consideration of certain proposals muade
by the company that they should retain
the fee simple of the land on which the
line of railway had been built. Those
who have taken this matter into consi-
eration, and if members refer to the de-
bates on it, they will find, as is often
the case, in. the agreement that was care-
fully prepared there were flaws which
were likely to lead to trouble in the
future. The company had made a pro-
posal to give tip this land, which at that
time was thought not to be very valuable
but since has proved to be of greater
value than it was thought at that date,
and in my opinion the best arrangement
that could have been made in die circum-
stances was made. There is one fact
that was evidently lost sight of in reg-ard
to the railway, that wve were dealing with

Denmark Railway
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about nine and a half miles of the line.
The remaining 20 miles of the railway
was not affected by the agreement made
with Messrs. C. & E, Miller. We only
dealt with that portion of the railway
fromn its junction with the Great Southern
line to Torhay, a distance of nine and
a half mniles. The remainder of the rail-
way, that portion from Torbay to Den-
mark, was not taken into consideration
at all and did not form part of the agree-
rment We did not give any land for the
building of that line, although it was ad-
mutted that if the concessionaires of that
day had applied for the 2,000 acres per
mile which was mentioned in the agree-
ment, no doubt it would have been granted
to them. If wve refer to the agreemnt
and that clause touched on by the main-
her for Murchison, Clause 40, we shall see
it is stated:-

" The contractors shall 'within seven
years from the date of this agreement
fence, clear, and cultivate one twelfth
part of the whole area of the lands to
be granted to themi by way of subsidy
as aforesaid, and shall 'within a farther
period of seven years fence, clear, and
cultivate another one-twelfth portion
of the said area of the said lands. In
the construction of this paragraph the
term "clear" shall not mean or imply
the extraction of stumps on lands cul-
tivated and used for agricultural pur-
poses, and the termn " cultivate " shall
be sufflciently complied 'with by the
laying down or planting of artificial
grasses or fodder plants over the whole
of the area to be cultivated."

I un aware -because I have had an op-
portunity of travelling over this portion
of the country on several occasions-that
the company spent a large sum of money
in carrying out improvements, A stun
of £10,000 was expended. By the pro-
vision of Clause 30, it is arranged we
shall on consideration of their carrying
out certain works-build the railway in
the first instance and cultivate these
lands-grant to them the area in fee
simple, hut we had no provision for for-
feiture. There was a fault in that agree-
ment arid it is one of those eases in which
wve may blame those responsible for the
drafting- of the agreement in those days.

But with all our experience, and with all
the difficulties which have arisen as to
faulty drafting and consideration, it is
there; and to-day we are reaping the dis-
advantages, although the experiences of
the past have taught us a lesson. The
difficulties which we are faced with in this
matter are not being repeated and will
not he repeated if we have to deal with
similar concessions. But mistakes do
come in, and that very astute lawyer and
member of the Cabinet of that day, Mr'.
Burt, in dealing with the question, said
this on page 2353 of Volume XIII. of
Hansard, on the 12th October, 1803-

"Clause 40 had provided for improve-
ments on the lands. There was no
provision for forfeiture; but, by Clause
41, the company were not to get the
Crown grant until they had cultivated
the land. They had spent £10,000 on
improvements, but did not intend to
cultivate, and therefore would never
get the Crown grant; nor would they
get any retaining power hy reason of
having made that expenditure. Evi-
dently the Government at the time did
not care whether the land was or was
not eultivated, else forfeiture would
hav-e been applied for. Though the
land could not be forfeited, the coin-
pany, not having the fee simple, could
not encumber it in any way, and now
they proposed to give it back. Thus
thie Government, by giving uip the right
to take the railway at the end of 14
years for nothing, which the country
did not want, would get ont of this
dilemma."
Mr. Taylor: "Which the country did

not want."
Hon. F. H. PIESSE: At that time

they did not want the irailway. I am
going to deal with this matter at length
and in doing so I want to show what
change has conie over the country since
P398, how the conditions have changed,
and what are the conditions of the coun-
try as to the development of the land.
which at, that time wve thought to be
worthless and which we looked on as us-e-
less for cultivation. This land is ex-
tremnely valuable, which is proved by the
way people hove alpplied for the second
and third class land of the country. That
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land has since proved to be of first class
quality, and to-day a different construc-
tion and a different valuation has been
placed onl the land which wvas set down
as third class land 10 years ago. We are
dealing with the case nine years ago
when this matter was brought forward
and we did not think much of the land.
I amn not here to defend the company,
but to correct an error that seems to have
crept in, or a misapprehension of the
termis on the part of the member for
Murchison, who thought the agreement
was carried out in a careless way in those
,days. But if he will look into the muat-
ter from all standpoints he will see that
the agreement was wvell thought out and
we thought we were making an excellent
batrgain at thle timte, Members must not
forget that we were only dealing with
nine and a half miles of the company's
railway, whereas to-day the proposal is
to purchase 30 miles of that railway,
therefore if we had carried out the con-
ditions of that day, the company would
still have held the remaining portion of
the railway as their property, whereas
we could only have claimed nine and a-
half miles of the line. Consequently our
line would have been wedged in between
the Great Southern Railway and their
section.

Mr. Taylor; They would have had the
forests of timber, though.

Hon. F. H. PIESSE: I hope members
will notice this. These forests of timber
,which have been cut out by the company
were daily becoming of less value to the
,country. The company were taking the
timber and the country was getting the
benefit by the money being expended. We
were selling a product which was not re-
curring and the land to-day is the ques-
tion we have to consider. When we con-
sider to-day we are authorising the ex-
penditure of the money of the country
onl what are called "agricultural rail-
-ways," and these railways are not as wvell
constructed, in mny opinion, as the Tor-
hay line, and they cost uts £1,000 a mile,
with that fact before us and the evidence
we have had of thle settlement in the
dlirection this line has taken, with the
prospects that should accrue in the
future with the detennination of the

Government to carry out the policy they
intend to carry out, and that they intend
to do other things to make it more valu-
ahie, we have a good proposal before us.
We should set aside entirely the pro-
posal of the past. It may not have been
in the best interests of the country, but
as one who sat in the House and listened
to the debates and knew the circumstances
I think we did the best wve could at the
tunle. We are receiving back 24,000
acres of land, andi even placing that at
a value of 10s. per acre we shall rceive
£12,000. But the country has advanced
and the land is worth another 10~s, per
acre; therefore we have in that land
which was not granted to the company
an asset of £24,000.

M1r, Taylor: They had not carried out
the conditions.

Hon. F. H. FIESSE : They exlpended
more m~oney in carrying out conditions
Ihann I should care to have expended in
the manner they did. If they had carried
out the expenditure in a more judicious
way it would have been better for the
country. If the money had been ex-
pended as -we expend money to-day, better
resultts would have nccrued, and we should
not have the proposal f row the company
to relinquish the laud. We come to the
other question raised, the question. of en-
forcing the conditions to continue run-
ning. If thle member for Mutrchison will
refer to the remarks which he made as to
that part of the agreement where it is
provided for the running of the line, lie
wvill see that clause is still in force to
be dealt with. The member for Murchi-
son was quite right when he said that
when he was in the position of Minister
for Railways he had decided to enforce
that clause. I say that was a very good1
proposal, and if we could have insisted
on the clause being carried out in its ea-
tirety and the people served, as he wished
and the people desired, we would have at-
tained a good object. if' we read the
portion of Clause 30 which duds with tile
question, we shall see '.hat then.) would
have been a question of arbitrp-tion. and
I do not think they would hnve a leg
toj .+ajnd on. It says ,I

"1On the expiration of all notices
by the contractors given by them tinder

Denmark Railway



1106 Denmark Railway [ASML. adEaePucs.

Cause 17 of this contract and as soon
-is the railways shall be complehxlt and'
certified to be fit for traffic as afo)re-
said, the contractors shall if and when
required by the Commissioner forthwith
proceed to open and shall thereafter,
except when prevented by causes which
shall he certified by the Commissioner
t6 he beyond the contractors' control
and except as hereinafter provided,
work the same for general and pub-
lie traffic. Provided always that the
contractors shall not, under this or
any other clause herein, be required or
bound to run trains, whether for goods
or passenger traffic, where it would on
account of the smallness of the traffic
be unreasonable to require the con-
tractors to rim or to continue to run
such trains ' at a loss.'")

Mr. Holman : I explained that.
Hon, F H. PIESSE : Some members

were not then present, and I wish to take
these points for their benefit.

11r. Taylor : You will have to raise
y'oor voice to attract the attention of some
Government supporters.

Hon. F H. PIESSE : Notwithistand-
ing the hon, member's joke, it is neces-
sary that we should explain with what we
are dealing, and I amn going back to
anicient history to show why this was
done, and to justify the action of the
authorities of that day. Much has been
said of public rights which were given
up; and without an explanation of the
circumstances it may he thought that this
action was taken with a viewv to playing
into the hiinds of the company. On the
contrary, it was taken with the best in-
tentions ; and on reference to the par-
liamenutary debates of that time, it will
be found that such men as the late Mr.
George Leake, and Mr. Kenny, M.L.A.,
who had been over the line, spoke most
favourably of the agreement. I wish to
call attention to two points. One is the
traffic. According to Clause 30 of the
contract, we could not enforce the work-
ing of the line for general and public
traffic except by proceeding to arhitration,
as the contracits would have had to run
trhins at a loss;. I shall not touch farther
on that question. but mnerely refer to the
matter to show that in dealing with the

nine and a-half miles line from Torbay
the conditions were then thought satis-
factory ; that we were faced with these
two difficulties under Clauses 30 and 40
of the agreemtent; and that the remainder
of the line, to or towards Denmark, was
not thus affected.

Mr. Holman: Mr. Burt said at the time
that the State wo'uld still have the right
to run its traffic over the line.

Hon. F. H. PIESSE : Yes ; then
referring to Clause 30, wader which we
could not force the contractors to con-
tinue the traffic if it involved them in a
loss. This was one of the loosely-drawn
agreements which experience enables us
to provide against for the future. On
reference to the agreement members will
find it was wade nearly tweaty years ago,
in 1888, by men who did not know as
much of the country as we know to-day.
We are wise after the event.

The Treasurer: The agreement refers
only to the nine miles of railway.

Hon. F. H. PIESSE: Only to the nine
and a half miles from Torbay. Now with
regard to the question generally, my opin-
ion is that when we can acquire a railway
suchi as this, surrounded with excellent
laud, it is in the interests of the country
to give favourable consideration to the
proposal. I travelled over this country
when the first ten miles of the Torbay
line were built, and subsequently, when
the line was carried twenty miles beyond
Denmark by its feeders; and I have seen
the beautiful land mentioned in the agree-
ment as being offered to the company.
I mui quite satisfied that a hundred acres
or even less of that land is sufficient for
the upkeep of a man and his family.
An energetic man could make a prosper-
ous home on a smaller area. The cap-
abilities of that part of the country are
well known. I have seen fruit grown on
it which is particularly fine. Either the
soil or the climate, we know not which as
yet, causes that fruit to colour more
highly than fruit colours in any other
part of the State; in fact, I do not know
of any other place in Australia where
such beautiful ly-coloured fruit is grown
as we find in the Denmark district, or event
in some parts of the country adjacent to
Albany. It has the colour: the flavour,
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and the aroma which are admired by the
expert and relished by the consumer.
]From. what I know of the land I think it
will be a smal-fruit country, growing the
goosebery, the raspberry, and other fruits
of that kind, which flourish so wvell in
Tasmania. The climate is very similar to
that of Tasmania, the soil is better, and
the situation is highly favourable because
of its close proximity to the port of
Albany,

Mr. Collier: Is nut the land difficult
to clear?

Ron. F. Hf. PIESSE: Something was
said of the difficult 'y of extracting karri
stumps. Bu'tt kerrn is not so refractory
as hlackbutt or redguni. Kerrn will burn
out much more easily. This timber has
been cut for some years; consequently
the stumps will be much mnore readily con-
sumed. I should not attempt to extract
them, -but would burn thenm out. The
Premnier's proposal is wvell worth consider-
ation by the Government; but I would
suggest that the cutting dawn of the scrub
be done after burning this summer, so
that thle brushwood and other debris may
lie for the whole of thle next winter, and
that during the very hot months of the.
following year fire should be pitt into the
country; and thuis Ave shall do miuch more
by applying a, match than we couild by the
heavy work of the labourers who miust
otherwise be engaged. If the stumips
have grown, of course it will be quite
as hard to get them out as it would be to
get out green trees, and even harder. A
stump which carries suckers is difficult
to eradicate, but I think the kerrn tree
does not bear suckers. If it does not, I
do not see much difficulty in clearing the
stumps; and I believe from £4 to £ 5
should be a fair- sumn for the clearing.

Mr. Taylor: Mr. Paterson's estimate is
£4.

Hon. F. Hf. PIESSE: He ought to
k-now. As a comnuercial. venture I am
satisfied this laud would he taken up im-
mnediately, if its quality and advantages
were known; but we as a State do not
wish to repeat the experiment of
giving away another monopoly to a com-
pany. We should he giving lip 30 miles
of line, together with a small but import-
ant territory; and we miust be guided by

our experience gained in the purchase of
the Great Southern Railway. Notwith-
standing the fact that to-day we are faced
withi a shortage of money, the expenditure
of £50,000 onl the present purchase, ear-
rying as it will an annual charge of 4 per
cent., or £2,000 a year, is not beyond the
reach of the State; and I think we axe
fully justified in supporting the motion.
In regard to concessions generally, I am
anxious to see them all absorbed by the
State rather than allow them to continue
apart from our Government system. We
wvant the whole of our railways under
Government control. I ant not a believer
in the continuation of private ownership
of railways. I think the most fatal
blunder of its kind ever made by this
country was made when we refused the
offer of the MIidland Railway Company
for tile purchase of its line and land. Al.
though the sum was large,, and frightened
many people, the consent of Parliament
would have been fully justified, artl the-
public would have eventually backed up
the action we might have taken. Sibsc-
quent events show that we ought to hare
accepted the offer. Now we have another
opportunity, admittedly small as comi-
pared with the MKidland proposi-
tion. We have moreover to be
guided by thle experience of the
Great Southern Railway purchase in.
1897, ten years ago, and the phenomenal
success of" the railway since we took it
over at that date. To-day we see all
along the line a large number of settlers.
the older settlers prosperous, and the
newcomers, though struggling, yet hope-
ful and determined. Ultimately, I ant
satisfied, we shalt have anl imamense num-
ber of prosperous settlers on the Great
Southern lands; and our action in pur-
chasing the railw-ay is fully justified. If
we are to complete a line of railway corn-
maunication parallel with our coast, and
branch out towards the Warreni-that
countr-y which has been called the garden
of Western Australia, where in one place
some 500,000 acres of good land may be
obtained-we should pass this motion,
for it gives us an opportunity of taking
people part of the way. I see by the
report that the rails of the Uenmnark line
are in good order. The member for
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Murchison (Air. Hlman) mentioned that
they had been laid for seventeen years;
and I replied that the rails of the Great
Southern had seen the seane service, and
are good for many years' ser-vice yet.
They are carrying a large traffie to-day,
and very few additions have been made
to the line except ini the inatter of sleep-
ems, since the puirchase ten years ago. I
admit as an experienced man that a rail-
,way which is lying idle is more liable to
rapid deterioration than a line in active
ulse. That is the only drawback-the
probability that the rails on the Den-
mark line may not be quite so good as
those on the Great Southern. Yet, with
our experience of the Great Southern
Xailway, and the reports we have had
of the value of the Denmark line and the
materials of which it is constructed, I
think the motion to purchase it is worthy
of support and should be agreed to. I
am satisfied that from this project we
shall ultimately secure a great return. If
I may say so, we are just on the fringe
of fresh developments around Albany.
For many years the people of that dis-
trict did not believe in their own country,
but they are now beginning to appreciate
its value. I do not speak of the younger
settlers, hut rather of the older people
who were not conversant with newv meth-
ods. However, they are now imbued
with the value of their estate, and are
quite eager to assist in every direction;-
and the importance of the port of Al-
batty is recognised by everyone in Aus-
tralia. It is on the high-road to the
East;- it is one of the most easily acces-
sible of all the Australiani ports; most
vessels coming from the Northern Hemi-
sphere to Eastern Australia, especially
through the Suez Canal, must pass very
close to the port; and I am looking f or-
ward to an immense impetus being given
in the near future to the trade of Al-
bany. The portion of the Great South-
ern traffic properly belonging to the port
of Albany mnust go to that port. True,
-we are constructing other harbour works
at places such as Bunbury, a town surT-
rounded with country of which it is the
natural port; a town which will rise to
an important position as a port;, but it
,cannot be so important as the port of

Albany, which is so commodious and so
easily acessible. There is already around
Albany a vast area of good country,
country which at one time was thought
to be of little value, hut the true value of
which has now become apparent. For
about forty or fifty miles out fromt Al-
bany the population is not large; -but
the district is destined to carry, a large
population in time to comte. This enor-
mous area at flenmiark-some 30,000 or
40,000 acres of country so long locked
nip-has by its compulsory idleness acted
as a deterrent to settlem ent in the sur-
rounding coutry.j If we open it up we
shalt get an exp erience that will serve us
in good stead in regard to other parts of
the country, more particularly the coun-
try between Busselton and Warren, and
the Warren country itself. By being able
to handle this country in smaller areas,
the Government will get an experience
which will be of assistance to us fromn a
national standpoint ; because though
others my differ from me on this point,
I consider it is the true line to follow if
we wish to make this State a success and
to see a large population settled on our
lands; not so much on the large areas
necessary in the dry districts but on
small areas. We should begin by giving
some sort of assistance in this part of
the country; and I am confident that if
we do we shall attain success, though
not immediately; it will take some time.
I am sorry we have not to build the rail-
way ourselves; but after all, we could
not build a railway cheaper than the
figure at which this line is being offered
to us, in addition to which we are offered
these lands which are, according to the
estimate of Mrx. Paterson, worth pretty
well the amount of the purchase itself.
Mr. Paterson places the value at some-
thing over a pound per acre, other-s have
valued the land at over £2, but I think
Mr. Paterson's estimate is prudently
within the mark, not being too sanguine,
because after all we have to sell that
land under certain conditions to settlers
and the selling price should not he fixed
too high, hut should be just sufficiently
high to pay back to the country the
money expended and to return the in-
terest accruing. It should be at such a
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price as to afford to the settlers an op-
portunity not only of improving their
cdndition but of adding to the national
wealth. I have no more to say in re-
gard to this question except to confirm
my opinion that it is a judicious purcnhase,
and that the offer is on good lines, and
though it is a time perhaps when one
should not say so because of the diffi-
clty of obtaining capitalists to take the
matter uip, that I am satisfied if 1 had
the matter in hand and if the opportun-
ity were offered to me and I had suffi-
cient time to carry it out, I could under-
take to sell the land and make money out
of it. It is one of those proposals that
would commend itself to certain people.
I know we are passing through a crisis
in regard to -the mioney markets of the
world, but I take it there is sufficient
buoyancy in Australia and sufficient evi-
dence before 'is that things will shortly
improve. That is why I mnention thiis,
that this proposition is not only one the
Government may take up, bitt it is one
of those commercial undertakings that, if
place(] before those people who are ac-
custoied to deal with such things, there
,would be no difficulty iii dealing with
it. However, I do not want to see it
pass into private hands; we should deal
with this ourselves, therefore I have no
hesitation in supportiug the motion for
the purchase of this railway and these
lands.

Mr. G. TAYLOR (Mount Mlargaret)
I listened with a great deal of interest to
the speech of the hon. member who bas
just sat down, more so when I rememi-
bered that the hon. member was in this
House when a motion was passed to give-
away this land in exchange, a transaction
which has already been referred to. So
far as I amt concerned, I have unfortu-
nately been unable to read the files, but
I hearid the Premier's speech, and I heard
the mepmber for Murehison who bad gone
through the files, while I have listened to
the nmember for Katanning. However,
no matter what position one tries to take
up in the way of palliating aetions of the
past, it is quite patent to me that it is a
principle on which Governments should
at once put down the foot, that of giving
concessions and then having to repurchase

them. Since I have been ini this House
we purchased the railway line to Goose-
berry Hill; I think the p14cec was £26,000.
It will be interesting to know what it has
cost the Government to put that line in
working order.

Tire Treasuerer .The purchase price
was £1,000f a mile.

Mr, TAYLIOR :I know there has been
a heavy expenditure, if all be true, to
put that line in order. [Hon. F. H.
Piesse: It is not an analogous eased]
Of course it is not, but it is to the ques-
tion of purchasing railways from com-
panies. At the time of the purchase I
listened to those who were older members
of Parliament than myself puttinig for-
ward pleas similar to those put forward
on this occasion. It was pointed out that
this railway line would give to the Gokv-
ernoment the control of the transit to the
most prosperous part of the State for
fruit r-owing and strawberry.- growing;
hut now we do not hear one word about
this great area ; the only thing it is
noted for now is its being up in the hills.
T have not seen in our shop windows any
increase in the amiount of strawberries or.
anything else, which this land was so pro-
lific, in producing. Here to-day we have
a gooseberr-y line. That was the Goose-
berry Hill line, so called from the hill,
though the producing capacity of the land
was strawberries - to-day we find ire are
purchasing 10 miles of railway runninLg-
through territory which is specially adap-
ted by nature for producing gooseberries,
accoriniig to the mnember for Katanning.

Ho,. F. H. Piesse : If the hon. mem-
ber had been in the House at the time he
would have heard of a mangel line; that
was the railway to Bunbury.

Mr. TAYLOR :We will hear some-
thing of Bunbury when we deal with the
harbour wvorks. Unfortunately I have
not been nble to go through the files, but
I am sorry we have not heard some reason
other than that already pnt forward for
purchasing this railway. The principal
argument used by the Premier an& by
the Minister for Railways, was that an
offer was made to the Government a year
or two ago to sell' for £120,000. The
Government did not purchase, but they
sent out Mr. Chaplin, who was tben the
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.agricultural expert, and Mr. Chaplin's
-valuation was the highest of the three
made. It was as follows :-1,147 acres
of first-class land at £E2 an acre, £36,'000;
6,145 acres of second-class land valued at
£2,048 ; 30 iles of railway at £1,000 a
mile, £30,000 ; buildings, £4,000 ; plant,
locomotives, and rolling stock, £E2,000;
total £74,805. We bare also the valua-
tion of the Premier : -25,000 acres at
17s. 6d. per acre, £21,875 ; railway,
£23,200 ; buildings, £83,000 ; plant.
£2,'000 ; total. £50,075. -It is no argu-
mient, iin my opinion, in favour of the
purchase of the railway that it was
offered to us at £120,000 a couple of years
-ago. 1 want to know first what we arc
getting so far as the land is concerned.
We are getting from the company land
,which from their view is valueless. They
have cut out all the timber for which they
originally took possession. of the land
and the railway now is of no use to them.
I want to know whether in view of the
land tax the company consider their pro-
perty has depreciated to the tune of
£70,000 in less than two years; be-
cause they -would have to pay something
like £1,000 a year in land tax.

The Premier : The Government would
not be justified in preventing them from
extending the railway to touch the tim-
ber beyond in the direction of Deep
River.

Mr. TAYLOR : I have not gone into
that proposition, hut I think the Govern-
mnent would be justified in preventing
these people from farther expansion.
We bare had quite sufficient of them.
We only need to carry our minds back to
the last timber strike, caused by a com-
pany that holds almost the whole of the
timher areas of this State. I think it
would be wvise if the Government took a
stand against this kind of concession.
From the point of the view of the com-
pany the land is valueless. What would
he the result if the Governmeut did not
effect the purchase 7

Hon. F. H. Piesse: The land will not
run away.

Mr. TAYLOR: No; if it is a good ar-
urment that the property depreciated in

value £70,000 in two years, how much
will it depreciate ini the next two years

if the aovenment do not bay? It can
hardy decrease iii value to the same ex-
tent.

The Premier :In the same ratio they
will be paying us £20,000.

Hon. F. H. Piesse :There is one thing
not to be forgotten-the value of the land
from the settlement point of view, and the
people that wouild be settled on it.

Mr. TAYLOR: But what would be
the value of the land? I hare not had
a great deal of experience in travelling
round our agricultural railway lines other
than in the old settled districts, but I
venture to say we have as yet plenty of
land within reasonable reach of our rail-
way service. The member for Katan-
ning shakes his head, indicating that we
have not,

Hon. F. H. Piesse: Not of that class
of land.

Mr. TAYLOR: Not land specially
adapted for growing gooseberries, but -we
have any amount of land available close
to our railway lines without putting the
country to the additional expense of
£50,000. Considering the present finan-
cial question, I question very much
whether it is wise for the Governmtent
to embark upon the expenditure of
£50,000 in purchasing this r-ailway at
this present juncture.

Mr. Walker: Is the railway put to any
use now?

The Premier: There is a train service
twice a week.

Mr. TAYLOR: The Government are
running the line at a loss according to
the Minister for Railways in his speech
a fortnight ago. The member for Ifur-
ehison, when he was Minister, endea-
;'oured to avail himself of Section 30 of
the contract agreement, but he did not
remain in office long enough to put it into
effect.

Hon. F. H. Piesse: If he had stayed
there until he had put it into effect he
would have been there for the next 40
years.

'Mr. TAYLOR: According to my read-
ing of the agreement there is power
uinder that section to comipel themn to run
trains, but the position is that if they
are to be run at a loss either in goods or
passenger traffic, the question would hare
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to be settled by arbitration. The mem-
her for Mlurchison, (Mr. Holman) when
Minister for Railways recognised that,
and was dealing with the question. Since
then the Government have found they
cannot compel the company to do
certain things ; so they are running
the trains themselves at a loss. By
purchasing the railway and lands
Albany will benefit very greatly.
[Ron. F. 11. Piesse :That is looking
at it from a parochial standpoint.] The
member for Albany during the recess
previous to last session, gave me an invita-
tion to inspect the country through which
the line goes. He said he was per-
fectly satisfied that a visit to the district
would remove any opposition to the pur-
chase of the line, and that the land under
offer to the Government would recomn-
mend itself to any person in the State
as being of very great value. Unfortu-.
nately, my health was so bad that I
could' not avail myself of the opportunity
of visiting the country, It think it is
the duty of members to make themselves
acquainted with all such propositions as
these by personal inspection. In dealing
with this question I am looking at the
present needs of other portions of this
State, and I am convinced that there are
many pnblic works which should be con-
structed before spending money on the
purchase of this line. [Hon. P. H.
Pies5se: There should be no delay in the
purchase.] I welcome a delay, and es-
plecially considering the fact that in the
last two years the value of the property
has been reduced by £70,000. If the
land tax is passed we shall draw revenue
from the land owned by the company.
I do not think there is any necessity for
this purchase being wade at once. So
far as the railway line is concerned mem-
bers have said they believe the rails are
as igood to-day as when they were first
laid. I do not think 17 years' wear will
improve the valuie of any railway lines,
and I amt confident that anl inspection of
the sleepers will prove that nearly the
whole of the line will have to be r--
sleepered. I have been engaged in the
work of assisting to bnild railway lines,
and know that if a line is taken over
from a company like this it has to be

practically re-sleepered, whether the rails
are sound or not. It would not be wise
to incur this expenditure. What do we
get in exchange for the money to be paid
for the linel' The Minister for Rail-
ways says we wil[ get 44 cottages. These
cottages are made out of waste timber
and covered with gaivanised iron. I do
not consider they are of any use at all,
and the only value one could reasonably
put on them is that of old iron. In order
to be of any use the cottages would have
to be removed from the mill site to the
various 100-acre blocks, and they are not
worth it. According to the Premier we
are buying land back which is worth
£21,000, but according to Mr. Chaplin it
is worth £30,000, while according to Mr.
Paterson, the value is something between
the two. The Premier said the land
could he cleared for £4 an acre, but Air.
Paterson puts down the price at £10 per
acre. Evidently the Premier's clearing
consists of taking away the undergrowth
and leaving the stumps in the ground.
In a forest such as I can picture, where
saw-mills have been erected, and an in-
duskry carried on-, there roust he a very
large number of stumps of huge trees
remaining in the ground, which, in the
aggregate, would cover a good many acres
of the land.

Hon. F. H. Piesse: Theyv will burn out
easily.

Mr. TAYLOR: By the time you do
that it will cost £10O an acre at least.

Hon. F. Hf. Pierre: Land that used to
cost me £3 10s. per acre to clear now costs
only £1 7s. Gd. All that is needed for
these stumps is to put a match to them.,,

Mir. TAYLOR: The bon. member is
over-estimtating the value of a match
when he says that such stumps canl ber
removed through their agency. The iner-
her is very sanguine about the magnificent
proposition the Government have put be-
fore the House,

lIon. IV. H. Piesre: I would buy the
property if 1 had the money, and I wrould
not waste tiume in talking about it.

Mr. T AYLOR : The h lon. member
,would not undertake to clear that land
for £10 per acre, if the Government sup-
plied him with natches.
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Hon. F. H. Piesse: Supply me with a
combustible like the bon. member for
Mlount Margaret, aind I would soon clear
the country.

Mr. TAYLOR: No matter how San-
guine the member for Katainning (iIr.
Piesse) and the G~overnmnent ame with re-
ference, to the purchase of the property,
in liy opinion there are more pressing
undertakings required in this State than
the purchase of the line. This transac-
tion will keep). The hon. member in-
stanced the failure in purchasing the Mid-
land Company's land and railways. Has
be no idea of what the interest and sink-
ing fund would have amounted to by now
bad that property been purchased by
the Goverinment7 By now we would have
paid away about £150,000. That would
be a nice sum to add to the present de-
ficit. As to any corresponding return
to the State for the purchase of that
property, members know that there is no
return from an agricultural settlement in
two years, and by this time there would
have been nothing to compensate the
State for the expenditure I have men-
tioned. The member for Albany (Mr.
Barnett) said there were 195 holdings on
the property; but what is tire populationV
Some reports show there are from 25 to
30 people there.

Mr. Holnman: Only 22.
Mr. TAYLOR: Some members who

have gone through the files say they
revealed that there are only 22 people on
the property.

Mr. Barnett: Those files are dated two
years back.

Mi'. TAYLOR : Twenty-two people,
and wve are going to lay out £50 ,000.
It may be said that we will have people
there in a few years' tinie, but the fact
remains that at present there are only 2
people on the magnificent area, where,
according to one lion. member, all you
have to do is to run through it with a
match and gooseberry plants will spring
up behind you. It has been argued that
the line should be purchased owving to the
fact that there is not sufficient good land
at present near thle railway for settlers.
who desire to take up land. But here we
have a case where there hs been a line

down for some 17 years, and there are
only 22 people along it.

Honi. F. H. Piesse: One of the condi-
tions under which the company built the
line was that they must not sell land with-
in the area taken up before the year 1898.

Mr. TAYLOR: They have been selling
land since 1898. and have only managed
to sellI to 22 people. I am begining to be
sceptical of this miagnificent area, with
all due respect to the agricultural know-
ledge of those who have travelled through
the country. I have had a conversation
with Mr. Paterson on the subject, and I
know he really believes it would be a
splendid fruit-g rowing country. He also
pointed out that he thought it was the best
dairying area in the State. The conver-
sation took place some 12 months ago
when I was speaking to Mr. Paterson with
regard to the question of dairying gen-
erally. There was no mention then of
the purchase of the line, and I did not
know lie had reported on this proposed
transaction. I suppose this is the area
he referred to them. If this place is so
good why are not people settling there?
The conditions enforced by the company
wvere, not so bad as to retard settlement,
surely. I want the Government to be
careful before deciding on this purchase.
Notwithstanding all that has been said,
rknow there are other places in the State

where the expenditure of money in open-
iug up vountry would, I believe, give the
State a mnore rapid return than we shall
get fron this expenditure. If the Gov-
ernmient desire to press this matter to a
division, I know there is no lpfssilble hope
of preventing their carrying it. I want
mnembers who have been through the dis-
triet to give the House the benefit of their
knowledge. The expenditure of £50,000
for this estate and railway is unwise. We
are told the reason why we should pur-
chase this land is that it is specially suit-
able for the growth of gooseberries; it
ust be purchased because we have no

other land in the State suitable for goose-
berry growing. [Mr. Walker: Is it not
suitable for dairying 71 Mr. Paterson
said we had a magnificent area somewhere
about Albany suitable for dairying. I
suppose this is the place. I find Mr.
Paterson has reported on the land. there-
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fore I suppose this is the area he referred
to previously. He Jpointed out that there
was a rainfall of forty-five inches in the
year; there was given grass all the year
round and running brooks and creeks.
And this land has struck the member
for Kaltanning- as excellent for goose-
berry-growing. -Members who represent
agricultural areas, and members who
have travelled dyer the State, are
ever telling us of the naiifleat land we
have available for settlement; and we
have all agent in Melbourne to-day who
is advertising our land. He advertised
it to such anl extent onl Melbourne Cup
day that the police stopped the advertise-
ment in the street, but they found that
the municipal by-law had become obselete;
they had to allow the Western Australian
agent to pass along. The agent is tel-
ling people in tbe East of the large area
of land we have in Western Australia
suitable for settlement; and yet some
members informl uts here, with the calm,
coolness of the ancient philosophers, that
we must buy these twenty-four thousand
acres of land to grow gooseberries. There
must be a mistake somewhere. The Pre-
mier, notwithstanding the magnificent
areas we have in this country, wishes to
borrow £56,000 to buy 24,000 acres.
(The Premier: And 30 miles of rail-
way.J This is what we hear. There is
a contradiction somewhere. Unless
something of a more straighforward eha-
maeter is brought before the House, I
must oppose the motion. If it is shown
to me by farther debate that it is abso-
lutely necessary that we must purchase
this railway and land, though we have
no other land suitable, and that the land
within reasonable distance of the spur
railways which are being built is being
taken uip, and that settlement is so con-
gested. and there is no other land avail-
able, I will withdrawv my opposition. In
view of the fact of the Government send-
ing an agent to Victoria to advertise the
wonderful areas wve have here suitable for
mixed faniing and fruit-growing and
everything else, and with the pastoral
areas in the North-West for stock-raising,
notwithstanding this, the Premier comes
(town with cool cheek and tells uts we
must huy 24,000 acres of land to settle

the people on after we bring them here.
[Mr. Butcher :In anticipation of the
purchase]J We are told that the Govern-
ment sent an agent away in anticipation
of the purchase. That is the point I was
going to make. The Premier sent the
agent away to advertise our lands, and
we are to purchase this area a pre-
vious Government gave away. The Gov-
ernments in the past have given away the
birthright of the people. The choicest
spots wve have in the State have been
bartered, and we are now called upon to
buy them back. If the Ivelbourne people
read the speeches of the member for
Kattanning, the Premier, the member for
Albany, and the Minister for Railways
on the necessity for buying 24,000 acres
of land to settle the people who are
coming to these shores, they would say
this Government is a tricky Government.
They will say the Western Australian
Government are sending an agent over
here to decoy usa; they have no land, they
have to buy it from a company. If that
is the way the Government carry onl the
affairs of the country, sending away an
advance agent, and then buying the land
afterwards, it is wrong. [Thec Premier:
Have you not been out in the motor earl]
I do not understand the Premier. There
is a rumour, and I will refer to it if I
anm in order, that there is a motor car
in close proximity to the house in which
members can have a ride in the Park if
there is any chance of their feathers
being- turned round in this debate. But
I have not availed myself of that privi-
lege. The Minister for Works judges
my feathers by his plumage. He says
my feathers are always the wrong way;
the member is like a French chick with
its feathers all the wrong way. Recog-
nising as I do that I have lost my chance
for a ride in the motor car, I hope some
of niy friends will be more circumspect
than I have been, and not rush into the
debate so rapidl 'y as I have done, if
they wish to have an exhihiratiug ride in
thle motor car through the Park. If we
vote the people's money in this way we
shall not have sufficient to buy motor
eats; wye shall be in poverty. Unless the
countr 'y is governed in a more economi-
Cal way thtan it has been during the past
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two years, there will be no riding in
motor ears, but in the Black Maria.
[The Premier: The last three years.] I
would not like to go back so far. Un-
less there is more reasQniible argument
advanced in favour of -this expenditure,
it would he wvise for the Governmient to
stay their hand, and wait until the Trea-
surer has received tile full benefit of the
land and income tax. Wait until the
Treasurer iii his next Budget speech is
able to tell the people of the country
that he has a flowing Treasury, that he
.has a surplus. Then I shall have no ob-
.Jeetion to purchiase this railway and
lands, if it is a just proposition, out of
revenue. We cannot do wrong in that.
But when we have a falling revenue and
a big deficit staring us in the face-our

*deficit last D1onth Was £40,000 odd-we
should not go in for this expenditure.
Here we have financiers spendiug £C40,000
more than their income in one month.
If private people did that kind of finan-
*cing where would they find themselves?
In the bankruptcy court. [Mir. Gordon:
With the security we have?] The secu-
rity vanishes in the face of the admini-
stration. Until we have an opportunity
of seeing i'hether the Treasurer* will be
Able to square his finances, and put for-
-ward a statement on his next appearance
in the House with his Budget that hie
-has I surplus, 1 shall oppose this expen-
'diture. The deficit is growing. 'We
heard a lot about the Government pulling-
through.

The Treasurer : We have pulled
through, have we not?

Mr. TAYLOR : They have pulled
through, but the country has not.

The Treasurer : The country' is all
Tight.

Mr. TAYLOR: The deficit is increas-
ing and it is unwise to expend this money
under the existing condition of the
finances. Unless a straightforward state-
:ment is made to the House, I shall op-
-pose- the motion.

Mr. WALKER : Will the Premier
'consent to an) adjournment of the debate?

The PREMER : I have no objec-
tion to an adjournment, but I would pre-

fer to finish the debate to-night because
of the option.

Mr. HOLMA.N: Wheu is it up?
The PREMIER : To-morrow. We

may as -well go on.

Mr. T. WALKER (Kanowna) : I con-
fess after the speeches I hare heard fromt
the Premier and the member for Katan-
ning (Hon. F. H. Piesse) and after what
I have been able to gather from other
sources, I am undoubtedly impressed w;4th
the importance of "this proposal. I am
decidedly of opinion that the sooner we
take out of the hands of concessionaires
the present concessions, and nationalise or
make the property of the State what those
people are now ionopolisiug, the better
it will be for the countr-y at large.

Mr. Taylor: A land tax ought to touch
them.

Mr. WALKER : Yes; it ought to
touch them. But I think it would be a
wvse speculation on the part of the corn-
pany if they stuck to the lands and
started farming on a large scale. This
they could undoubtedly do, to the great
disadvantage of the would-be settlers now
awaiting an opportunity of taking up the
land. I do not believe in any private
company holding large estates and rail-
ways which ought to he the property of
(ie country. I ami faced with only one
difficulty, and it is rather serious. It has
been referred to by the members for
Motunt Margaret (Mr. Taylor) and Mur-
chison (M3r. Holman)-the present con-
udition (of the State inances. I cannot
forget that we have just gone through the
turmoil of a long and trying discussion
Oif the land and income tax, whereby we
are to raise only some £81,000. Yet the
p~resenit proposal is to spend no less than
£50,000 at one fell swoop on the pur-chase
of the Denmnark railway and lands.

The Treasurer: We shall be paid by the
sale of the land.

All- WALKER: That is quite true. I
believe the sales will more than repay us
for the purchase. But can the State
standc the immnediate outla-y? The £-50,000
does not represent all that is to be spent.
As the Premier has pointed out, this land,
to a settler without any private resources,
,would lie almost valueless. It mnust he
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improved. And whilst I agree with the
policy enunciated by the Premier, of im-
proving lands and waking them fit for
cultivation before indigent settlers go up-
on them, yet I am confronted again by
the question, where is the raoney to come
from?9 We shall not raise the money by
the taxes we propose. Our Treasury is
not only depleted hut becoming more and
more seriously depleted as time goes on.
The State is not self-supporting. And
with all the proposals for new raways
and the proposed loan to the North-West
squatters, I question whether the time for
this purchase is opportune. I am also
harassed by the difficulty that other parts
of the State require equal attention.
There are even other agricultural areas
that require money for improvement.
And, as has been pointed out by the mnem-
ber for Murchison (Mr. Holman) there
are ruining centres, too, requiring the ex-
penditure of money. We must remember
that citizens generally watch how this
House spends the money of the State;
we must reflect that if all available money
is spent in these purchases from conces-
sionaires, and if an outlying mining dis-
trict, for instance, cannot get a penny
for improvements, even to develop the
mining industry as it ought to be devel-
oped, then the people have just grounds
of complaint. In the small sum avail-
able for the whole State everybody wishes
to share; and it is but just that each
should have a share.

Mr. Holman: Meekatharra paid from
the day it started.

Mr. WALKER: The hon. member has
pointed that out. I think he is justified
in insisting on it, when we see it proposed
that money should he spent in one par-
ticular district to the neglect of others.

The Treasurer: We are not neglecting
the others.

Mr. WALKER: Well, I have. the as-
surance of the hon,. member (Mr. HoI-
man) that his district is neglected. If by
any skilful financing the other require-
mnts of the State can be attended to-
if we are given a positive assurance that
no part of the State and no industry of
the State will he neglected in order to
make this purchase immediately-my de-
cision will at once be to complete the con-

tract, to resume the laud, to increase our
settlement, and give that province a fresh
start, so as to carry out a view held by
many, a scheme to which I attach great
importance -that of decentralisation. If
we can make Albany a port which ships
will he constantly entering and leaving
with merchandise; if we canl develop the
small area under contemplation; our suc-
cess will mean the settlement of laud for
miles around ; and ultimuately, by thle ex-
ample set there, a large and flourishing
souuthern population will be attracted,
another big town established, and minor
townls scattered to and fro in that neigh-
bourhood; and to the extent that we do
that we shall increase the importance ot
time whole of Western Australia. I can
hardly restrain myself from assenting to
thme proposal. But until I ann assured
that we can meet the requirements of the
State in other directions;, uintil We canl
satisfy the clamour from other agricul-
tural, centres amid frowi the goldfields;
whilst believing that the step is wise, I
must advise the Government to wait a
hit, and shall be compelled for time time
beinig to vote against this motion, in order
that it may be delayed till more prosper-
ous turnes.

Mr. J. A. S. STUART (Mount Leon-
ora) . The fact that we have niot had the
files in front of us until a. few momnents
ago--

The Premier: When? I took the trou-
ble to get a copy of every report and plan
in connection with the proposal, and put
them all on the table when I moved tha
motion.

Mr. Taylor: Remember the late sittings.
MrT. STUART: Wider publicity shoud

I think be given to one or two features of
this proposal; and in opposing the mo-
tion1 for the purTchase of this railway I
feel inclined to propose an amendment to
the effect that the Purchase price be rC-
duced. The file discloses some really re-
markable features, one@ Of the mnost rte-
markable being that the gentlemau re-
presenting the electorate in -whichi the rail-
way is situated puts forward at onte stage
of the negotiations the possibility of a
dissolution as a reason for settlin the
question. I say that the gentlemin'f who

Denmark Railway
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represents the electorate in which this rail-
way is situated put forward as a resws
for the speedy completion of thb par-
chase that there was a possibility of a
dissolution.

Mr. BARNETT (in explanation): The
statement made by the hon. member is
quite ineorrect. In my speech I did not
in any way refer to a dissolution.

Mr. STUART: I am not accusing the
hon. member of having made a speech. I
notice on the file a letter dated Albany,
24th September, 1907, addressed to the
Minister for Lands, Perth, and reading as
follows

"In view of the delay caused through
the prorogation of Parliament in bring-
ing in a Bill to purchase the Denmark
railway and Torbay lands, I shall be
glad to hear fromt you that you have
arranged for a farther lease of the
Denmark railway, and length of same,
so that I can officially notify my con-
stituents."1

This is thle part to which I wish to draw
attention.

"I may mention that in view of the
possibility of a dissolution, it is of the
utmost importance that this matter he
fixed up."

The Premier: He refers to the lease of
thle railway.

Mr. STUART : If thie Legislature of
this country is to be made subservient to
the interests of a, private member, in view
of a dissolution, he being a supporter of
the Government, it is really time that we

shudconsider this proposal more seri-
otisly. The hon. member cannot take any
exception to the statement I have made,
that whether a dissolution is or is not
likely to affect the hon. member is not a
consideration that should weigh with this
House. I have not been in that locality
for some years past ; but my knowledge
of land both for agricutltural and timber
pIurposes, and my knowledge of the Mil-
lars' Company, would lead me to believe
that Millars would not be willing to let
tlhat land go ant of their hands, as they
were at one stage of the negotiations, if
any value were attached to it ; and I ant
surprised) to learn that the Government
arle practically trafficking with Millars to

keep their lease good, instead of taking
advantage of the provisions in the lease
and closing down when the land was
really forfeitable to the Crown,

The Premier : Why, it is freehold,
Mr. STUART : With regard to the

price that should be paid, I think the
sumi proposed is altogether too large.
The additional expenditure that would be
necessary to make that land available for
cultivation would be altogether beyond
any estimate that I can find on the file.
I notice that AltN~. Chaplin, the officer from
the Agricultural Department who repor-
ted on the miatter,' gives as his estimate
£C4. I should iike to see that gentleman
at work clearing the land for £4 an acre.
I do not think he would earn tobacco.
He wvould not earn h4s salt. As a matter
of fact, anyone taking the job would find
it much easier to clear land that had not
had the timber cut off. He would make
more out of clearing virgin land than of
clearing this land, the timber on which
has been felled.

At 6.15, the Sipeker left the Chair.
At 7.30, Chair resumed.

A-r. STUART (continuing) . Before
the a-djournment I -was referring to some-
statements in the fliles relating to the pur-
chase of this railway ; and I regret that,
not having had time to peruse them, I amt
unable to do justice to some of the par-
ticulars contained therein. I was also re-
ferring to the phrase used by thle member
for the district in urging that the matter
he fixed uip prior to a dissolution. That
gentleman has an excellent conmnercial
reputation, but be has used a phrase of'
the San Francisco Sirftr" that is, "get-
ting things fixed up." I can understand
the hion. member urginig the necessity for
getting the thing- speedily brought to a
conclusion, if he could show that therer
-was a number of people willing and wait-
ing to go on that land and tLurn it to pro-
fitable account ,but there is nothing on3
these fliles to justify us in believing that
if the land were made available to-mor-
row there would be any great rush for it,
So I see no urgent necessity for fixing the
matter up1, except we take the view that
the Government are prepared to spend
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£50,000 on this purchase for the sake of
helping a supporter out of a tight comner,
placating the irate electors. I would be
the last in the world to suspect that
amount of evil; but I think that there is
at least a semblance of that amount of
.suspicion attaching to it. To make
the seat of a supporter safe in the event
of a dissolution may be a commendable
proposition from on e point of view, but
not from the point of view of the public
good. I would like to ask :Ts there not
other loud available I? Is there such a
rush for land here I Are we so overrun
with applicants that if we had twice the
rnmber we could not find them Crown
lands that would yield them a return, with
less expenditure i 1 can answer that
,quotation myself. There are thousands
of acres in this country that without the
expenditure of £50,000 in the first in-
stance will yield the settler a return more
speedily thani this land. The mere fact
that the timber on this ground was so
large as to pay the company to cut it
down, combined with the fact of the
stumps being there, is a guarantee to mue
that it is not land on which we should
put settlers. We should put them on
laud that would give thenm a (,uick return
without any large expenditure as a pre-
liminary. This proposition reminds one
of the Milburn Creek and the Mercadool
land cases in New South Wales. I
think it is unfortunate we are infringing
somewhat on the lines of those infamous
eases. We have told our immigrants,
and we have placarded the other States
and this State with the intelligence that
we hav the land here with a rainfall,
which, though slight, can be relied on;
but if the immigrants we are inducing to
come here were given to understand that
before we can place them on the land we
have to buy back land at present held
under timber tenure, wve are trying to
undo the good work we have already
done.

The Premier : Have we ixot been re-
purchasing estates for the last. ten years 'I

Mr. STUART: It will be time to spend
money on the repurchase of estates when
we have given a little more attention to
the people settled on the land which
should be available within easy access of

railway lines. If we have not the railway
lines, I am sure there has never been any
opposition on this side of the House to
the construction of railway s to districts
where the agricultural developments are
satisfactory. I will refer briefly to one
or two items on this file which I think
are very suggestive and should not he
disregarded. One trusted officer ot the
Railway Department, recently retired,
pledged himiself to the opinion that if the
company got £2.0,000 for this railway
they would shake hands with themselves.
We know that same months ago they
were prepared to. ask three times the
amount they are willing to take now.
The proposition was put forvard to-night
that if the Government kept away at pre-
sent fom th i- deal Mtillais would be pay-
ing us a certain sum to take the conces-
sion off their hands and be done with it.
Reference was also made to the motor car
in a joking strain. T say that it is not
a motor car that is wanted ; it is the
legislative road roller that is needed to
go over this proposition and flatten it
down to its proper prop)ortions. Instead
of asking £.50,000 for this land and al-
leged railwvay a very much smaller sumo
should be asked. Another officer of the
Railway Department said that the rail-
wayl would require renewing at the rate
of 400 sleepers per mile. If that is the
case the railway must be a cobweb affair,
something in the nature of n gridiron
line. This officer goes on to say that al-
though the line was kept in a fa ir state of
repair while being- used, for the last two
years it had not been used aid had not
been kept in repair, that the only point
in regard to it was how to prevent its
disappearance. That is a very suggestive
remark. I do not know how it was going
to disappear, whether white ants were go-
ing to get at it or someone was coming
along in the night to take it away. (Mr.
Hudson :The scrub would cover it.] It
would be overgrown with scrub in the
course of two years. The officer reports
that the two shelter sheds on the line are
in a very dilapidated state. It was men-
tioned with a eansiderable amount of pro-
minence that arrangements could be made
in regard to the build!ings being used for
the people going on the land; but if the
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shelter sheds are dilapidlated it is only
fair to presume that the other buildings
down there are in just as bad a state of
repair. The houses sand buildings we are
given to understand are built of waste
timber and roofed with iron. As a mat-
ter of fact the proposition to remove
thenm is a foolish one to put forward.
These buildings would have absolutely no
value for the purpose of being removed
to the agricultural blocks.

The Premier: How do you knowl
M r. STUART : Anyone settling, on the

land would have a better chance of mak-
ing a comfortable home, and it would
cost him less in the long run, by starting
afresh. How do I know? I know from
experience that any houses left idi-2 for
two years with no one to tend them are
in a wvorse state of repair than if they
had been inhabited. Anyone knows that.
It is common knowledge. And more so
when the houses are made out of waste
timber and scrap iron. - The Salvation
Army have a building there, and they are
to be allowed to take it away. I believe
if we tak~e over this line, when wve go there
wve will find that a good many of the
buildings have been taken) away in the
meantime. The conclusion I have ar-
ariveci at is that as a land tax will shortly
come into operation, these people will
be willing to take very much less than,
they asked a few months ago in order
to dodge the tax on the land they are
making no use of. Had no second agree-
mient been made wvith these people the
concession would have reverted to the
Government.

The Premier: I have told you that it
is not a concession; it is a freehold; it
'vas purchased.

Mr. STUART: The fact that a pie-
vions Premier gave this company 25,000
acres of land some years ago is what I
an' now referring to. I am satisfied
there is something in the contention that
it is only in view of the imposition of a
land tax that these people are anxious
to take something much less than they
were asking a few months ago. Though
I would be the last one .in the State to
opp~ose any movement on the part of this
Government to increase the facilities for
settlement, especially in the agricultural

and dairying industries, I feel there is
something in the suggestion that we
should know a little more about this. We
want to see the purchase price reduced
by at least £20,000, and I intend to move
ant amendment in that direction. I would
not oppose the purchase of any line if it
were such as would lead to the speedy
settlement of an agricultural population,
a line that would show a prospect of
giving a fair and fairly prompt return;
but as I see no indication of that in the
proposal before us, I take the view I
have already expressed, and I think it
would be well if the country could have
the benefit of the £20,000 which the
amendment I propose, if passed, will
knock off the price, rather than see the
money go into the pockets of the Com-
bine, who have had quite enough out of
the State already. Holding that opinion,
I move an amendment-

That the 'word "fifty" be struck out
and " twenty " inserted in lien.

Mr. E3. C. BARNETT (Albany, in ex-
planation) :I wish to say, in explana-
tion in my lctter to the Minister for
Lands, that as the result of the announce-
ment by the Premier in Albany in Feb-
rnary last that it was the intention of
the Government to introduce a Bill for
the purchase of the Denmark Railway
and lands, many of those owning land
in the vicinity were induced to put in
their crops; and with the prospect of a
dissolution and the purchase of this line
not being fixed up, I knew it wo~uld be a
most serious matter for the settler if the
train service wvere discontinued along the
Denmark Railway. There is no founda-
tion for the imputation made by the
member for Leonora (Mr. Stuart).

Mr. J. B. HOL%L4N (Murchison) : I
would like to have heard a little more
fromt the Government side of the House
as to the advisability of purchasing this
line. After the argumients of the mem-
hers for Mount Margaret (Mr. Taylor)
and Leonora (Mr. Stuart) we should
have an explanatiou as to why this State
should spend so large a sum of money for
the purchase of the land and railway.
The amendment to reduce the purchase
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price by £20,000 is a very good one. The
value placed on that land by the Premier
some time ago was £50,000, but there is
no doubt that a material reduction could
be nmade in that figure. If we save this
£20,000 suggested by the amendment, that
sum could very well be spent in building
some other railway far more necessary
than, the present one, and which would do
a great deal more good to the country
generally. At present there are hundreds
of miners striving their utmost to get a
living in the back country, but they cannot
open lip their mines properly, or even re-
tamn them, owing to the fact that they
have to pay through the nose for every
stick of timber they use in them; while
the Government are desirous of spend-
ing £50,000 on this line with the prob-
ability of another £50,000, or even £100,
000, being necessitated to properly de-
velop thle areas proposed to be purchased.
Members should pause before deciding
the question. The interests of the miners
are allowed to suffer, but wheu it comes
to the purchase of a railway for a hand-
full of settlers, and. I say this without
meaning any disrespect, then we find the
Government prepared readily to throw
away £50,000 at a moment's n~otice. From
the reports before uts, and the information
available, it seems certain that the line
will serve at the most 50 settlers. The
reports actually show that there are only
22 settlers, but those reports are dated
some time back, and there may be more
people there now. Butl we know well
that the increase in settlement has not
been material during the past 12 or 18
months. The Government have now an
opportunity of saving £20,000, and that
chance shonld not be lost. As I said when
speaking to tile resolution, a land tax will
in all probability come into operation
within the next 12 months, and it is very,
likely that, when the owners of this pro-
perty find( they have to pay a consider-
able snm of money by way of land tax,
they will be prepared to let this particular
property go at a very much reduced figure
from that now asked. The original cost
of the land will be considerably augmented
by the heavy cost of clearing necessary
before it is suitable for settlement. To-
night we have had a speech from the mem-

her for Katanning (Hon. F. H. Piesse),
in the course of which he referred to the
early history of the line, but on reading
the (lebates in Hansard we find that his
points are not so material as he tried to
have us believe. It is a very serious mat-
ter to suggest that the State should be in-
volved in this heavy expenditure for the
sake of a very few people. There' are
thousands of people in the State who
would benefit very largely from. the ex-
penditure onl a railway line on the Mur-
chison of the £20,000 represented by the
difference between the price asked for the
line and the amount proposed by the
amendment to be paid for it. By the
expenditure of this money ninny prospec-
tots would be able to retain properties
which, owing to the heavy cost of carting
and of timber, they will be compelled to
throw up and it would help to open up
goldfields in many auriferous districts in
the Murchison. At present the people
there are almost starving, and are pre-
vented from opening up their holdings
owing to the enormlous prices they have
to pay for mining timber and in cost of
carting. No consideration whatever is
being paid to them, but all the consider-
ation is being paid to a company who do
not require the money, who have worked
out all the lands they now seek to sell, and
who have made such profits from those
lands in the past that they have paid for
the land and for the railway. On top of
all this the Government are now prepared
to step forwvard and present them, with
anl extra £50,000. It has been proved be-
vond a shadow of doubt by the wvords of
Mr. Burt, K.C., when speaking in October
1898, that the railway to Denmark could
be kept open, for he then said-

"The country was giving up nothing
of any value, unless it could be shown.
that this railway at the end of 14 years
would be a very valuable asset. That
could not be maintained, however, for
the State would still have the right to

*run its traffic over the line."
If this is so there is no necessity whatever
to involve the country in the expenditure
of £50,000. If we allow the land to be
taxed tinder the provisions of the Bill,
which will in all probability become law
within the next year, then the amount to
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be derived from the tax on this estate
would be quite sufficient to give the set-
tlers alonig the railway line a good train
service. Some time ago the company
promised to run a service for £1.O00 a
year, or something like that, and almost
the whole of this stum could be recovered
by the tax on the comipany's lanids.
There is no necessity to pay a high price
for the railway now. It must not be for-
gotten that, if this sum is paid, it will
mean that year after year the State wvill
be called upon to pay a considerable sumi
as interest. I also think, if a similar
amiount of money were spent in other
ways great benefits would accrue to a
much larger number of people, and the
return to the State would more than coin-
pensate for the disbursement. It is not
treating the people of the State in a pro-
per mtanner to spend all this money on a
few settlers. If the sumn were spent in
building a railway to Meek-atharra the re-
stilt would be that the Government would
have a paying proposition from the time
the rails were laid down. This proposi-
tion has been brought forward for the
purpose of satisfying 20 or 30 settlers,
or one might almost be justified ia saying
to satisfy the members for that district.
Although there is not one in this Chamn-
ber mnore strongly opposed to private en-
terprise, as far as the owvnership of rail-
ways and large areas of land are con-
tentedl, than I, in the present ease the
railway is built and established, and surely
there should be some means by which the
Government could force the hainds; of the
owners of the railway and make them
disgorge some of the profits they have
made in the past. The land is probably
very good, but wve have millions of acres
of land, if we can go by the reports, now
owned by the State and open for
selection, and surely this area of
24,000 acres of land at Denark
is not the only block upon which
we can settle people. If it is so
then it is time we ceased to spend money
on immnigration lecturers in the, old
country and in the Easterti States. If
the line is purchased, a few hundred set-
ters w'ill soon take up all the land, but in
any case it will be years before the land
will be cleared sufficiently to enable set-

tlers to go on to it. Not only have "-e
the large expenditure of £L30.000 staring
us in the face. but there is the subsequent
necessity of running the railway and of
spending thousands of pounds for clear-
ing. In all probability the running (if
the train service a lone wvill mean the loss
of a considerable sumi of money for many
years to come. .No such proposition as
this should be entered into wvhen there
is a chance of building a railway line
which would pay from its incept ioi. .anid
would provide work for hundreds. o
even thousands of people. It would re-
duce the cost of cartage to valuable gold-
fields and would be doing justice 'to a
large number of hard-working prospec-
tors. Not only that, but the construc-
tion of that line would be the carrying
out of a work which is fully justified and
would be proved to be so from its open-
ing. If one-half the sum now proposed
to be spent were devoted to the construc-
tion of the proposition I have spoken of,
namely a railway to Meekatharra. the
immediate return in revenue to the State
would be scores of hundreds of p~ounds
a year. The proposition to build the
line to Meekatharra has been brought
forward every' year for many years p~ast,
but because there are no influential peo-
ple in that part of the State, no big
landed proprietors, no big mine owners,
it has received no consideration. It is
a standing disgrace to a Governmnent to
allow 800 or 1,000 men, working their
own properties, to he starved out and
be forced to make over their properties
to the big owner, wvheni for the expendi-
ture of a fraction of the sumn now po
posed to he paid for the Denmark rail-
va 'y and leads, all these p)rospectors

would be placed in the position of being
enabled to work their own properties
properly, to develop them, and bath di-
rectly and indirectly to do great good,
not only to themselves but also to the
State as a whole. I protest strongly
against the expenditure of the £C50,000,
and desire to draw members' attention
to the seriousess of the position. Wheni
the big fat alan has a proposition to sell
be can get frill value, wvhen the squatter
in the North-West asks for freezing
works lie at once gets £35,000 with which
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to construct them, but when it is a ques-
tion of the unfortunate prospector who
asks for a few pounds in order to keep
open his mines, then no consideration
whatever is given to the question. As I
said before, it is not only a question of
the expenditure of £50,000, but probably
even a much larger stun that will be
needed in order to clear the country and
prepare it for settlement. That is a
matter that should be taken into con-
sideration. Members have quoted fromt
the files. I have looked through the files,
and outside of thme reports of the officers
who have been sent down to report on
the scheme, there is no wvord within the
pages of the tiles to prove why the land
and the line should be purchased. We
must admuit on the reports that the land
is good, but the settlers are not there.
Providing we had sufficient money; that
we had money we did not know what to
do with, and that all necessary works
were constructed and we had money in
our hands to purchase properties, then
I would be the first to advocate the pur-
chasing of all private lines in the State,
and all large holdings. But until we
reach that stage members will not be do-
ing their duty to the country unless they
enter a strong protest against this wild
and rash proposal for the expenditure
of money. We are asked to pay in-
creased taxation; we are imposing an
income tax on people who earn a bare
living, and yet we are to pay E50,000
for a worn-out railway and some idle
lands. It was time we paused. We
should not step into wildcat propositions.
When speaking last year on railway mat-
ters I said the time had come when the
country should pause before going into
wild ventures. Instead of going in for
this proposition we should be able to
purchase this railway and these lands
in a very short time at a greatly reduced
price. Some members will ask what
grounds have I for making that assertion.
The grounds are that every time nego-
tiations have been entered into for the
purchase of this railway the price has
come down by thousands and thousands
of pounds. Some members will say the
company have come to the bedrock price
now? It has been stated many times

before that they have come down to the
bedrock price; but when they see the
chance of a deal they are prepared to
take a tower figure. The Government
have been negotiating for the purchase
of this line for nine or ten mouths, and
yet this proposal was not brought for-
ward until the 12th of November, and
the agreement says that some decision
must be arrived at by the 30th Novem-
ber,. It is not sufficient time to give the
matter serious consideration. The mein-
her. It is not sufficient time to give the
virtues of this land; but in spite of what
hie said, that the ground would grow
everything, in other parts of the State
the Government have already sufficient
land for a number of settlers, and some
land which will grow equally as good
crops as the land around Denmark. It
must be admitted that we should give due
consideration to the departmental
officers' reports; men who know their
business from start to finish. At the
same time wve know that this land has
been opened up for some time, and cer-
tain inducements have been held out to
settlers for a number of years, but the
land has not been taken up. In past
years inducements were held out to
settlers to go on to these lands, but
people would not settle on them. If it
had been of sufficient value for settlers
to take up, the property would not have
been offered to the Government at all.
It was not until all the timber had been
cut awvay that the proposition was placed
before the Government to purchase the
lands and the railway. In 1S98, instead
of asking the Government to purchase
this railway the company gave back to
the Government some 22,000 acres of
land so as to get their railway back.
They wvanted to retain the line and the
lands at Denmark at that time, but now
that the whbole concern has been worked
out and the line has been idle for the
past four years, the Government are
asked to purchase the property. In view
of the fact that a gross injustice is being
done to a number of people in the State,
that industry is being retarded, that men
who have spent the best years of their
life in the country are not being assisted,
it is not reasonable or fair to purchase

I
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this land. Justice should be dealt out to
people in the back country by granting
them facilities to get mining timber and
other requirements Before we expend
this £530,000 we should give people who
are already on the land fair and favour-
able consideration. I intend to support
the amendment of the member for Leo-
flora to reduce the purchasing price from
£50,000 to £30,000, because I believe that
would be a fair amount to pay for the
line; it might be a bargain at that p~rice.
But if we involve oursclves ini the expen-
diture of £50,000 and the cost of running
the line for several years before we can
expect any return, we shall be doiug
the country an injustice. In view of the
fact that we are taxed to keep a number
of non-paying concessions going, before
we take np farther concessions we should
give facilities to other parts of the State
not already opened np. I enter my pro-
test against this proposal, because the
nich manl can get the whole of the bene-
fits, while the hard-working prospector
call get no0 privileges at all.

Mr. WK. C. ANOWIN (East Freman-
tle) :Thme proposition wvhich was re-
cently placed before the House by the
Premier inl my opinion should receive
due consideration from every member of
the Chamber; not because, as some memi-
bers have said, other parts of the State
have beeii neglected, but we should con-
aider whether the proposition placed be-
fore us would be good business for the
State. I know the officer in whom every
member of the House has confidence-
Mr. Paterson-who values the land and
buildings at £29,382. And we find that
the Commissioner of Railways, Mr.
George, stated a little while ago that hie
thought the purchase of the land at
£20,000 would be a good thing for the
Government If we add that on to the
£29,382 at which the land and buildings
are valued by Mr. Paterson, we see there
is very little difference between the
amunt the Gotvernmnent have fixled as the
purchasing price for the lands and rail-
way. I should like to see the report
which Mr. George has sent inl since he
has gone over the line. When he re-
ported that the line wvas worth £20,000
he stated he had not been over the line

for two years, therefore I should like to
see the report, if one was furnished by
Mr. George, after lie had gone over the
line with anl engineer. Such a report
might have removed many objections
raised by the member for Leonora, in re-
gard to statements made by Mr. George
in his previous report as to the value
of the line. Although there is a lot of
very good land in this country available
for settlement, a great proportion of it
is some distance from railway lines.
Her 'e we have a railway along which there
is very little settlemient, and whicl, is
not only serving private lands butl Gov-
erment lands, and it is only right that
muembers should give this proposal close
Ponsideration, to see if it would not be
possible to place a large number of
people on the area described by Mr.
Paterson, the manager of the Agricul-
turn] Bank. Mr. Paterson thinks this
land suitable for small holdings, and he
recommends that the largest area that
should be held by one person should be
100 acres. Perhaps the Premier in reply
will tell us if it is the intention of the
Government to carry out Mr. Paterson's
suggestion in that direction. [Air. Heir-
mann: The Premier intimated that the
largest area would be 100 acres.] We
should be guided inl a matter of this kind
by the reports of the qualified officers of
the Crowvn. I believe one of the geatest
mistakes ever made by the Parliament of
Western Australia wvas the refusal to pur-
chase the Midland Company's line and
lands. If that railway had been pur-
chased at the time it was offered at a low
figure, onl the advice of the responsible
officers, I think inl the long run it would
have meant a saving of a mill ion of
money. Mr. Paterson recommends the
proposal for the consideration of menl-
bern, and lie states that the line is suit-
able for small holdings wvhere a large
number of people will be able to settle,
and where the land is not only suitable
for running cattle but for cultivation.
We hear many different opinions about
the value of land. Only to-day I was
reading the opinions of two experts onl
the quality of the laud at Bridgetown.
One gentleman said he was disappointed
at the quality of the cattle displayed at
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the B~ridgetown Show; and he farther
said that hie told the people there some
time ago that the land was not suitable
for cattle raising, but for sheep raising.
Then we find another member saying that
the land can maintain. a large number of
dairy cattle; in fact, that over 40,000
head can well he supported iii that dis-
trict. So we have two expert opinions,
,one by a member of another place, one
by a member of this House, brought tip
in a farming district in this State; and
they give contradictory, opinions on the
value of the land. Had either of these
gentlemen reported on the property, I
shonid not have thought touch of the
.report. But seeing that ahmost every
member recoguises that no one in this
State knows more of the value of laud
than the present manager of the Agricul-
tural Bank, I think his report justifies
the motion.

Mr. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Pilbaira):
I intend to support this motion. I be-
lieve, with the member for Afurchison,
that the State should if possible own all
railways; and therefore I always look
upon the buying out of private railway
companies as fairly good business, if
the price is reasonable. Farther, I ant
strongly opposed to any company hold-
ing large areas of land. The proposal
-of the Premier, though it goes some way
towards breaking uip this large conces-
-sion, is by no means perfect; not nearly
so perfect as a heavy laud tax. But
seeing that we cannot get that land tax
at present, perhaps ire had better adopt
this proposal. Sn far as we can see on
the surface,. it seemis to mie the laud and
railwy must be pretty nearly worth the
money asked for theini. There are thirty
miles of reasonably good railway; and a;t
agricultural railway which cost £1,000
a mile, or £30,000, together with 24,000
acres of first-class land, should certainly
be equivalent to the purchase price. Of
the quality of the land we cannot judge
tborongbly without a personal inspection.
I do not place great reliance on reports
of officers, thbough sonic attention mnust he
paid to them. On the other hand, I have
been told by entirely disinterested men
who have visited the district that this is

really excellent land; and if so, I contend
it is a good bargain. One objection
raised is that the company are selling be-
cause they axe afraid of the land tax.
Well, if they are afraid of the miserable
land tax passed by this House to -night,
the are easily frightened. The only timie
they need fear a land tax is when the
present Government are out of office.
and the present Opposition get a chance
oif bringing in a proper land tax. Again,
it is said the land is very heavily tini-
bered. I was borni in forest counitryv as
heavily timbered as any district in
this State ; and there is no better land
in the Commonwealth. Iii my youth I
passed a considerable time in hlea'vy' bush
country. It is the same in Tasmania,
where laud is quite as heavily timbered
as this; and a ttan who secured a few
hundred acres of Tasmanian forest was
doing really good business. I have seen
the forest in process of clearing and after
clearing; and ailthough the clearing is
fairly heavy and fairly expensive, yet
wheni it is cleared the land that I have
seen has always been well worth the
cost of clearing, with a fairly good bal-
ance in favour of the selector. The
sattie wvith the Gippa land country' ; and
the mnember for Mount Magnet (Mr.
Tray) can possibly tell the house of sitni-
lar lands o1] the Richmond River, New
South 'Wales. My experience is that on
almost every place where the timber is
heavy the land has fully repaid the ex-
penidituire in clearing off the timiber. I
will support the purchase.

Mr. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
In speaking again on the attitude of the
Government I think it is highly improper
that we have not had fuller infornation
in favour of this proposal. Against the
proposal members have urged the fin-
ancial stringency with which the Trea-
surer is faced; but not one word in re-
ply has been vouchsafed by the Govern-
ment.

The Premnier: The argunment does not
nieed a reply.

Mr. TAYLOR: The Premier is speak-
ing out of his place. He says the ob-
jection needs no reply. I say it does.

Denmark.Railway
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The Premier: I shall have a chaince
to reply if you will sit down.

Mr. TAYLOR : The Premier can speak
to the amendment without preventing
ally other member. I say the Premier
was frightened that his contribution
to this debate would close it, though it
would not have that effect, as there is an
amendment before the House. The Trea-
surer" Who should in pmy opinion be bet-
ter able to place the financial position
before uts than is thle Premier, remains
silent. And I think he should have
spokeni in view oif the deficit; in view of
going behind to the tune of £40,000 odd
per month. Last month we spent £40,000
odd more than our income; the deficit is
growing mountains high, notivithstanding
the optimistic Budget Speech of the
Treasurer, notwithstanding that the Gov-
ermnent wvere to straighten out the fin-
ances and place the country on a sound
financial basis ; and we find that the
Government are now bringing in a pro-
posal to purchase a railway and lands
fromt a syndicate for £C50,000. It is
argued that this purchase is unnecessary,
at least for the purpose of land settle-
nient. It is pointed out that we have
any quantity of land similar to this land.
Trite, the miember for Kattanining says
that this land will grow certain fruits
which wve cannot now grow elsewhere;
but I am sure it is not worth our while
giving £50,000 for land- with the object
of growing gooseberries. We have in
this State ample areas of land for agri-
cultural settlement, in close proximity to
railways under construction, if not quite
adjacent to those *already constructed.
We have such lands without purchasing
at the present time the railway and the
lands in question. This afternoon miem-
bers referred to the action of the Gov-
ernieacit in sending an agent to Melbourne
to decoy* imm igran ts to settle onl our lands,
to tell people we have ample land. And
yet iwe are buYing land for the purposes
of settlement: wve are told that we must
puciaIse this land in order that we may
settle the people onl it.

'Ihe Treasurer You told uts that be-
fore.

'-rt. TAYLOR I told you that before,
and there is it,. reply. That is what I am

pointing out. If the Government were
sincere when they sent an agent to Vic-
toria to tell people to come to this cont-
try because there is ample land for them
to settle on, why recommend the purchase
of this Denmark land ? [Mr. Walker:
Anticipating thle future:] Exactly. The
agent wvas sent awvay in anticipation of
the purchase of this land. And reading
the files, which I have not had time tol
read, we find that negotiations for the.
purchase of this land have been p~roceed-
ing for months. We find tliat the 'nem-
her for the district (Mr. Barnett) looked
on tile purchase as being the most urgent
matter under consideration by the Gov-
erninent ; lie considered that the business
should be fixed up quickly, before a dis-
solution could take place. I frankly ad-
mit that I have not had ltme to read the
files. I am speaking only fromi general
knowledge, and from the speeches de-
livered by the Premier and the member
for Kiatanning, who has had anl opportu-
nity of visiting the area, and speaks of
it in glowing terms. But some reason
should be given for this expenditure on
purchasing land, when we already have
ample land if all that is said be tnie. I
ask the Government to deny the statement
that we already have enough Crowvn land
opent for settlement ; I want them to say
that we must buy laud in order to accom-
mnodate the people Who are coming to our
shores. A reply is urgently needed ; but
while the Government nmake use of their
majority, all that they require is to put
this motion to a vote, and then we shall
hear that they are spending mioney on
the goldfields. I wish to be candid with
the Govermnent. I notice that the new
golddlelds railways whichi they are now ad-
vocating have only been advocated since
some wealthiy magnates became propnie-
tors of inines in the districts through
which the railways Will run. And when
the Railway Bills are brought in. I wilt
say mnore. On thle present motion I amt
not permitted to go into the mattei so
deeply as I should like ; but when the
Railwvay Bills come I will state the rea-
son why the Governient desire to con-
struct these railways. But We Want some
reason for laying out £50,000 of the
people's money on the purchase of a
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railway and of land on which 22 people
are settled. If the reports read axe true,
that is the number of settlers. The mem-
ber for the district says there are 105
holdings, and the reports state there are
22 people there ; and it is idle for the
Government to depend on their brutal
majority to pass this motion. It is not
fair. The Government should at least
give some reasons why they ask for the
money at this juncture. Opposition
members have pointed out that there is
no desire to oppose the purchase ; but iii
view of the financial position of the State,
is it wise for the Government to under-
take the expenditure ? The Treasurer
should show the country how we shall
beneft ; how he cani finance without in-
juring the State, or without increasing
tbe already heavy deficit with which we
are confronted. I say it is an insult to
Parliament for the Government to depend
on their majority to carry this motion,
-without giving any reasons for so doing.

Hion. F. 11. Please: This is not a party
question.

Mr. TAYLOR: We know what it will
he when the bells ring.

Mr. A. J. WILSON (Forrest) : In re-
garl to the class of country proposed] to
he purchased, members seem to lose sight
of the faict that the £50.'000 will purchase
an asset which has been valued by a very
competent auithority at considerably snore
thans that stun. And one must have re-
gA to the fact that the price of land
is more or less deterniued by the abund-
ance or the scarcity of that commodity.
The fact that there may happen to be an
abundance of good land in other portions
of the State is One factor which will ren-
der it possible to purchase this estate
much cheaper to-day than two years hence,
when the area of good land available will
be considerably reduced by advancing
settlement. [Interjection by M1r. Taylor.J
The hon. member must know that even
though the price now proposed to be ac-
cepted by the comipany is considerably
less than; what they originally requested
in payment for the estate, it does not
niecessarily follow that the price that has
now been agreed upon is not a fair
value Or absolute bedrock. I do not know

whether the bon. member's methods of
business are in keeping with the policy of
taking advantage of his fellows in the
community and of seeking to squeeze them
down, whether he wishes to squeeze this
property out of this compan-y at consider-
ably less than a Pair value. When we
hear anl hon. member like the nieniber
for Mount Margaret, always boasting and
pridinug himself about his fair and( square
dealing and alwa~ys launching out into
pyrotechnics Of Ie(loece about always
having been fair and "quare, surely in this
matter lie should weigh all the evidence
and see whether there is not reasonable
grO~ind for coining to the conclusion that
here is a fair and square deal and that a
fair return is being given for the £C50,000.
During this debate no one has been able
in the slightest degree to question the esti-
mates that have been made. By whom?
By men in whomn the Governmient, Parlia-
ment and the people of the State have the
utmnost confidence. In comning to a con-
elusion I would infinitely prefer to accept
the judgment of those gentlemen in this
particular than the vague and empty as-
sertions and innuendos of the niembers for
Mount Margaret and Murchison or of any
member opposing this transaction.

Mr. Gordon: Hear, hear.
Mr. Taylor: Why do you not take him

over to your- side altogether?
The Premier : Take your gruelling

quietly.
Mr'. A. J. W1 LSON: There is another

factor. This karri country around Den-
inarc is an entirely different proposition
fromn the class of country on which
the jarrali species of eucalyptus is
usually found : and I venture to think
what mnight have been a better way' of
fixing-np or miaking this arrangeoient-
[Air. Stuart: Yes,- fixing-upi-or eeurr-
log the puirchase-I say if the muember
wants to buy a suit of clothes, a Lpair oif
boots, or a hat, if hie has the money in
his pocket hie probably orders the thing
and fixes-uip the payment afterwards.
There canl be no question that as far as
this land is concerned it is to-day in a
considerably more improved condition
and is of better quality than it has been
at any period of its history before. [Air.
Taylor: It is denuided of its timbr.1 It

Denmark Railway
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is absolutely improved for the purpose
for which it is sought to be purchased.
The hon. member must know if he knows
anything about that densely timbered
country that the very fact that the tim-
ber has been removed-

Mr. Taylor: It will be harder to re-
Move the stump than if the tree were
there.

Mr. A. J. WILSON: The hon. member
knows nothing of what lie is talking
about. If the tree were there the stump
would be perfectly green. If the bion.
member were on one of those stumps ad-
dressing the electors of Denmark, he
would -find they are nearly' all dead.
(Numerous interjections.]

Mr. Taylor : There are no electors
the re.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! There are too
many iinterjections.

Mri. A. J. WILSON: What are we
getting for the proposed investment of
£50,000?1

Mr. T'. Li. Brown: Land that will grow
gooseberries.

Mr. A. 3. WILSON: Really! I am
glad to know the Member for Geraldton
has at last made somec discovery. It has
been recognised for a considerable time
that the country from Busselton all the
way round to Albany is particularly
adapted for potatoes and apple culture.
The best apples sent to Europe for manly
years have come from that locality; and
surely if the Government are in a posi-
tion to buy back an estate assessed at
17s. 63d. all acre and a railway for a
paltry SLIM of £700 a mile they should
do so. The charge is only for the time
being in the nature of an advance made
by the Government, the interest on which
will not fall onl the general taxpayers,
butwill be made uip, along with the prin-
cipal. by' the land being taken up by
smaller settlers. Even if the statement
be trite, that there are only 22 or 40 set-
tlers there now, the fact that there is a
greater number of holdings is evidence
that the people who hold the land are
being blocked or retarded in the develop-
ment of their land owing to the circum-
stances under which the land in their
vicinity is being held, and owing to the
war in which the railway is being run.

Everybody knows that there have been
complaints from the settlers in regard to
getting their produce to the nearest mar-
ket, and I think that Opposition members
should be only too glad of the opportunity
of relieving these down-trodden settlers
and prospective settlers from the incubus
of this "awful coruorant Combine" of'
wvhich we have heai-d so much in recent
times.

_1r. Taylor: They are not running the
line; it has been shut down for twvo years.

Alr. A. J. WILSON: The bon. member
knowvs well that the line is the property
of tile company, that the estate is the
property' of the company, and that so
long as it is so there are disabilities in
the way of the Satisfactory settlenient of
this area. It is to overcome these diffi-
culties and to make the land available to
intending settlers that the £50,000 is to
be advanced which the settlers will make
good in a reasonable time. There can be
no reasonable objection to this proposi-
tion. No one has attempted to prove
any weakness in this transaction from
a business point of view; no one has given
anly evidence that the valuation of the
land made by Mr. Paterson is too high;
no one has been prepared to disprove
the assessment iii regard to the purchase-
able price of the railway and the build-
ings and plant connected with the estate.

Mr. Bolton: The Premier proved that
the ]lnd was of less value.

Mr'. A. J. WILSON: We are imot dis-
cussing the valuation made some years
ago; we are discussig the proposal be-
fore the Rouse to purchase the property
at £50,000. Thme interjection of the hon.
member only goes to prove that the Gov-
ernment have been even more careful than
in ordinary circumstances they might rea-
sonably have been. They have been able
to mak~e the deal with a 'saving of 2s. 6d.
anl acre onl the assessment made by Mr.
Paterson. It only goes to make the ease
all the stronger and to disprove the as-
sertions being made by those who are op-
posing this purchase for the tine being.
I amt satisfied that the class of land to
be resumed will be profitable to the State,
that it will provide healthy and happy
honies for many hundreds of settlers,
and that it will open up and make avail-
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able -a class of country largely suitable
for a class of industry badly wanted in
the State at the present time; and I am
satisfied that whatever people may think
of the purchase at the present time, gen-
-erations to come will rise uip and bless
this Parliament for having sanctioned
this purchase.

Mr. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill) : In
regard to this matter, one feels some diffi-
,culty in deciding upon the issue in view
of the reports which, after alt, are the
only material hon. members not person-
ally acquainted with the district have to
go on; but the plea of the settlers, the
'demand they have made for the taking
over of the railway or the running of
it by the Government, and for the par-
,chase of the land, is a striking cowmen-
-tary on the claim that is so frequently
made as to the advantage of private en-
terprise over the State running of rail-
vays or over the State enterprise in every
-direction. The whole history of the
Denmark Railway concession is one that
-proves the great mistake and lack of wis-
-doin on the part of those who parted
-with this concession; and although it is
true, as the Minister for Railways said
the other evening, that it is no use crying
over spilt milk, that we can do nothing
in ordinary circumstances to remedy the
mistake made in the past, still the lesson
the history of this Denmark concession
teaches us is at least to pause when such
transactions are brought under onr notice
in the future. When we compare the
-deal which the Government propose in
this case with 'what might have occui-red
'had the Government themselves under-
taken the railway, the settlement of the
country and the exploitation of the tim-
ber area, we can see at once that the State
has been a heavy loser by the concession
hiaving been handed over to a private
company. Here they came on to one of
the best timbered areas in Western Aus-
tralia. so far as the karri timber is con-
cerned. They practically bhanded over
to these people the whole of that con-

-cession.
The Premier: 'Who didl
.Mr. BATH: The G-overnmnent for the

time being.

The Premier: The 20,000 acres we are
now talking about were purchased by
Millars from the Western Australian
land Company.

Mr. BATH: But the original conces-
sion was made by the Government.

The Premier: That is the concession
,concerning the first nine and a half miles
of the railway to Torbay.

Mr. BATH: The concession which the
Western Australian Land Company hand-
ed over to Millars was originally given
to them by the Government, so that the
Government really handed it over, a]-
though a second person came into the
-deal. But see what would have occurred
if the Gover-ument had taken it over. The
position now is that the Government have
lost the whole of the timber on that area
and they are asked to buy back the land
and to buy the railway; whereas had the
Government in the first instance con-
structed the railway and secured some
reasonable return for the timber on the
land, they would have had the railway
themselves and would have had a return
from the timber country and would have
had the land without being under the
necessity of paying the price proposed
in this Bill.

Hon. F. H. Piesse: It is all very well
to be wise after the event; all this hap-
pened 20 years ago.

Mrt. BATH: Yet we find politicians
here, as elsewhere, who have the audacity,
as 'Mr. Hedges, the representative for
Fremantle in the House of Representa-
tives, had the other day, to say that private
enterprise is the backbone of the British
Empire. [The Treasurer : So it is.]
It seems to me it is rather inclined to grip
the backbone of the Empire wherever it
can lay its claws on. The whole history
of this deal shows how the State has been
the loser by the transaction. The question
I ask myself in this instance is this,
wvhether it would not be infinitelyv better
for the Government to apply this £30,000
in opening uip a poit ion of the kai'zi for-
ests still retained by them and secure an
advantage in this way9 As it is now we
are paying for the mistakes of the past;
and no greater mistake could have been
made than to hand back to Millars' Coi-
pany the railway which in the natural
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order of events should have reverted to
the State. Undoubtedly the settlers have
suffered to a considerable degree by the
private enterprise which the Treasurer
.says is the backbone of the British Em-
pire. It is evident the settlers of that
district do not hold similar views to the
Minister; for many years they have been
agitating for the working of the railway
lby the Government, and also for the pur-
chase of the lands so as to make them
available for settlement. If there had
IbeenI in the taxation measures of the Gov'-
erment a land tax which would have in-
posed such a burden on the owners of
this land as to compel theni to either util-
ise it themselves or make it available for
settlers, there would be no justification
whatever for the purchase of the area,
because it would soon have been unprofit-
able for -Millars to retain it and pay any-
thing like a reasonable land tax upon it.
Under the prop~osals of the Government
in the Bill, however, and with the unim-
piroved valuation placed on the land, the
maximum amount the company would be
called upon to pay is £100 per annumn.
which would not be a very severe call onr
a company like Mfillars seeing they would
still retain the land in the hope that
the Government would be brought to
terms through the agitation of the settlers
along the route. There is no doubt about
this fact, and when the Government seek
to go on the loan market again they will
have considerable difficulty in raising a
loan in order to carry out this purchase
among, the other undertakings which are
promised out of the loan money. Even if
they (lid succeed, it will only be on such
exorbitant terms as to make it a very
bad deal for Western Australia. In the
circumstances, the Government should
husband their resources; and before sup-
porting either this or any other proposal
ther-e should be a reasonable prospect that
the expenditure will return to the State
at least sufficient to pay working expen-
ses and interest if not sinking fund.
Even the most optimistic estimate of
what the State is likely to secure by the
purchase of this line does not include
the payment of working expenses and
interest on the loan money to be ex-
pended. The question we should ask

ourselves is as to whether there is not
some other undertaking, either by way of
railway construction or by the opening
up of the country, where the expenditure
of £50,000 would be not only of ifpre im-
miediate but also of miore pernment bene-
fit to the State. Thre expenditure of the
money in this way, in the existing bad
financial condition of the State, will be
only loading ourselves up with fresh loan
indebtedness without a corresponding re-
turn. While I feel something should be
done to encourage those settlers in the,
way of giving them railway facilities, I
do not think their claims warrant us in
embarking on this loan expenditure which
is likely to prove unproductive for many
years to come. In these circumstances I
intend to oppose the motion.

Amendment put, and negatived onr the
voices.

Question stated, " That the motion be-
agreed to ":

Mr. JOHNSON: I am sorry I was not
present to hear the debate on this ques-
tion this afternoon. I followed the
speech of the Premier when he introduced
this question, and I am inclined to favour
thre purchase of this proposition. I
view it from this point. It is quite true,
as the Leader of the Opposition has
pointed out, that a huge blunder has been
made in this as in other cases by
granting concessions to private enter-
prise for the construction of railway&
and the depleting of the forest areas.
The position, however, is this. We have
made these blunders, and now we have
to find the best way out of them. We
have had the estate valued by men in
whom I have absolute confidence, and we
find they valued it in excess of the pur-
chase money as now proposed; and I
feel it wvould be wvise of us to get that
part of the country developed and out
of the hands of private enterprise. It
has been said there are few settlers along
the railway, but I attribute the limited
number to the fact that the land is held
by a private company. If the land were
in the hands of the Government, who give
better facilities to settlers than a private
company, we would now have a large
number of settlers there, very ninny more-
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than there are at present. Had the land
been in the hands of the Government
some years ago, the whole of it would
now be settled-that is, judging by the
valuation placed on the land by Mr.
Paterson, who is one of the best experts
and authorities in the State on qnestions
of this description. It is true that in
view (of the stringency of our finances the
Government may experience some little
'difficulty in financing the proposition.
That is a miatter for them, however, and
I believe they have viewed that aspect.
I think the Treasurer might tell us ex-
actlv how hie proposes, to finance the pro-
position1, how our loan funds stand and
whether they will permit of this addi-
tional strain. I believe the proposition
is a good one, and that it is best in the
interests of the State; consequently, I
will vote for the purchase.

The PREMIER (in reply as mover)
I will not detain the House at any length
in reply; but it is only right for me to
refer to one or two remarks made in
connection with this motion. It seems to
ine to be generilly accepted that the pro-
position is a good one, and the only mat-
ter of concern some members have is
whether possibly there is not some more
urgent work to which the £E50,000 might
be devoted. The member for Guildford
(Mr. Johnson) has stated that it is a
pity the original undertaking was ever
entered into; but at the time this con-
cession was granted to construct the rail-
way for nine and a half miles, Respon-
sible Government was not in existence.
Very few people were here then and there
seemed to be little likelihood of this rail-
way being built, or even a railway from
Albany to Beverley, had not the question
been taken up at that time by 'Mr. An-
tbiony llorcien. We recognise that the
Government took advantage of the posi-
tion so far as the Great Southern Rail-
way was concerned by purchasing it for
04,00,000. By that the State got back
all the land unalienated and 250 miles Of
railway. Although there is no doubt
the tiniher has been cut off thie land now
under discussion, at the same time I
would draw attention to the fact that the
Stale derived an immense amouint of

value from the operations of the Den-
mark mills. There was a pop ulation of
over 1,000 souls in that town, and the
people were located there for from six
to eight years. An amount of something
like £150,000 per annum was paid in
wages, etcetera, so that the State derived
a great benefit from the operations of
the mills, and that at a period when we-
could very well do with the distribution
of capital.

lion. F. If. Piesse: In those days, be-
fore the goldfields broke out, it was the
most important industry in this country.

The PREMIER: That is so. A point
I would draw attention to is that Mr.
Paterson has referred to the fact that
this land is essentially adapted for dairy-
ing. He considers it undoubtedly con-
tains some of the best soil in Western
Australia; he states that the climate was
all that could be desired for agronomic
purposes and that if wisely handled it
would become the most valuable area of
its size in the State. Capital has been
endeavoured to be made of the fact that
at present we are trying to induce settlers
to come out here and at the same time
we are endeavourinig to acquire land;, and
it is therefore argued we admit we have
not sufficient Crown land for the settlers.
(Mr. H. Brown: I thoughit this land was
badly watered.] With a rainfall of 50
inches no one would complain that it was
badly watered; and I am also informed
that there is a mineral spring there which
has properties of great value to those de-
sirous of getting rest and recuperation.

lion, F. H. Please : Could not this
land have been purchased under the con-
ditions of the Lands Purchase Act?

The PREMIER: The miember is quite-
right; and those who have perused the
file will see that when the matter was.
first brought up I referred it to the
Crown Law Department to see whether,
if w-c wanted to acquire the property, it
would be advisable to do so under that
Act. It was ascertained, however, that it
would have been no use to do that, for we
would not have had the railway, and the
owners would have had us under the whip.
It was necessary that we should buy the
whole property as one concern. Refer-
ece tins been made to the fact that a landT

Denmark Railway



1130 Denmark Railway [SEBY] adEtt ucae

tax would have struck terror into the
hearts of the people who own this pro-
perty. [Mr. Taylor: Not the present
land tax, but a proper one.) It would
have to be a very big tax to do much in
that direction, for 'with 1d. in the pound
taxation it would only mean the payment
of £90 a year by the owners. I do Dot
suppose anyone for a iuoment would
say that we should have a tax of more
than 6d.; and if even that high tax were
imposed it would only mean about £E500
a year. I think Millars would not hare
minded paying that when they could sit
and wait for a VriSli. One point has
been overlooked in considering this matter.
[Mr. Ilolmaan: You are going to pay
them £1 an acre.1 A sumn of £20,000 at
£4 3g. 4d. per £1,000 equals about £90.
The member is working out the land tax on
the railway and the land, and the railway
represents £30,000. Members have com-

pared the various valuations. Air. Chap-
lin's valuation was £24,000 ; the man-
ager of the Agricultural Hank valued the
land at £29,382 : that added to £28,305,

the value given to the railway by the en-
gineer for existing lines, brings the total
valuation tip to £C57,000. Even taking
it at what 31r. George said would have
been a good bargain, lie did not agree
with the valuation made by the Engineer
for Existing Lines at £20,000; that would
practically amount to £C50,000. In my
valuation I went 2s, 6id. per acre lower
than Mr. Paterson. I put the land down
as worth 1'7s. 6ld. and my total valuation
was £50,075. In speaking to this motion
I drew members' attention to the fact
'that £50,000was not the oily amount that
would be required to be expended. I wish
members to bear that in mind so that
afterwards tile Government cannot be ac-
cused of buying a property and then
expending a considerable amnount of
money in improving it. I stated if we
simply purchased the land and cut it up
in conditional purchase blocks, we would
not be justified in going in for the ex-
penditure;, that wre -would not have any
opportunity of securing settlemient or any
very great return for the expenditure;
-but by cutting the land tip andi going in
for closer settlement, and it has been gen-
erally accepted by everyone acquainted

with the land that it is eminently adapted
for closer settlement and dairying, by
cutting the land up into 100 acre blocks
and clearing a certain portion, so that a
man going on the land will be able to
get a return at once, wve are carrying out
a sch~eme that must hare a beneficial re-
suilt.

Hopi. F. ii. Thesse: In some parts 50
acres would be sufficient.

The PREMIER: It would be no use
giving a man more than 100 acres. Al-
though the big timber has been felled and
the karri cut out, still there are some sap-
lings and redgums theme, and a man could
not well improve more than 100 acres,
'Phis land is no doubt specially adapted
for summer fodder. When there I saw
the paspoluin was growing luxuriantly in
the gardens near the Denmark river, and
from what I could see of what the settlers
had done, those settled in the vicinity
of Denmark on the Albany side of the
river, there was every indication to give
inc the impression that this land is em-
inently suitable for fodder; while the ex-
perience of Mfessrs. Knapp Brothers and
others settled there, and who have raised
large f amilies on a few acres of land,
is evidence of what canl be done in that
country by inen irho are prepared to
work.

Mr. H. Browcn: Get the member for the
district to go there.

The PREMIER: In his old days the
member for the district might well settle
iii that portion of the country, to sit un-
der- his own fig tree and watch his olive-
branches around him. I do not think I
need say anything farther except in re-
gard to the financial question. It has
been stated by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion that possibly there will he sonc diffi-
culty in making an-angenients to finance
this proposal. Unfortunately at the pre-
sent the money nmarket is not all that
could 'be desired; but, in view of that
fact, possibly it may be so arranged that
debentures may be taken, or locally in-
scribed stock with a 10-years currencey
may be taken iin lien of cash.

Mr. Holinan: Dloes not the agreement
state that it is to be a cash transaction ?

The PREMIER: It says a cash trarnn-
action, bult sometimes when you cannot
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pay cash you give a promissory note. I
do not know that it is necessary for me
to say anything farther, but I honestly
believe in accepting this proposition the
House will be doing the right thing. It
seems to me no good bemoaning the mis-
takes of the past. It is only a question
of saying, here is a proposition-30 miles
of railway and 20,000 acres of good land
-is it a good dealt I think it is.

Question put and passed.

On farther motion by the Premier, or-
diered that the resolution he transmitted
by message to the Legislative Council,
and their concurrence desired therein.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES-1907-S.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 19th November; Mr.
Daglish iii the Chair.

ATTORNEY GENERAL's DEPARTMENT
(Hon. N. Keenan, Minister):

Vote-Crown Law 0fees, £7,041:
The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.

N. Keenan) in introducing these estimates
said: No doubt members would wish to
receive an explanation from me of the
increases wvhich appear in this vole of
£7,410. I ani now dealing generally with
the departments which are tinder my Min-
isterial charge. The increase in the
Crowvn Law Offices vote amounts to
£631. That increase is made tip partly
by an item of £310, the salary of an offi-
cer who has beeni appointed for the pur-
pose of assisting the Grown Solicitor and
the Solicitor General, particularly in the
matter of making up cases that have been
submitted to various courts, and in which
verdicts have been secured by the Crown.
It is desirable that the matters should be
closed -where the Grown has recovered
judgment, particularly where the Grown
has recovered costs they should be ob-
taiiied. As a matter of fact the ex~endi-
hire the department incurred on the ap-
pointmient of the officer, who was author-
ised after proper investigation by the
Public Service Commissioner, has already
been more than recouped in the additional
sums obtained, owing to his vigilance and

the time at his disposal, during the past
financial year.-

Mr. Bath: Who is the officerq

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Mr.
Speight.

Air. Bath: What does lie get a year?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
amount is £310. In addition, a sum of
£70 has been incurred in the purchase of
law books. This increase has been due
to the fact that last year the purchase of
books was not onl a large scale, and we
had to replenish the library and bring it
up to date, and therefore alt additional
expenditure this year is required on the
amount stated on the Estihiates. A sum
of £160 has been incurred in respect of
teaiporary assistance. The reason is this:
owing to the much larger volume of busi-
ness conducted hy the Agricultural Bank
the Crown Law Department has been
called upon to prepare and settle a great
many more mortgages than in any past
year. It has been necessary to take in
temporary assistance to deal wvith the
work. We have requested the Lands De-
partment, as this is Lands work, to re-
coup us at the rate of 5s. a mortgage, a
very moderate sum, and this recoup-
charge will more than pay the increased
item on the Estimates. The increases to
officers of the department uinder the elas-
sification of the Public Service Commnis-
sioner, and accepted by the Government,
amounts to £90, and members will see
if they take note of the items I have men-
tioned, that these items together amount
to the sum of £630-I have not dealt
with the shillings and pence-being the
total amount of the increase in the de-
partment. In thle Electoral Department
there is an increase of £5,005; this in-
crease is caused by an expenditure of
£2,100, estimated for the electoral census,
and an expenditure of £1,100 in intro-
ducing and placing in working order the
card system in the offices. The balance
of £1,500 odd is the estimated ex-
penditure for the employment of tem-
porary assistance in Carrying out the
duties of the electoral office ; the
aniount is required owing to there being
a great deal of work before us. In
the Lands Titles Estimates we are mak-
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lag a saving on one item, the Commnis-
sionership, of about £E562. As against
that, our increases total £323, which are
accounted for by the fact that last year
,ve made a saving onl our incidentals of
£129, a saving which we cannot antici-
pate umaking again. We estimated that
we should have to employ temporary as-
sistance at an increased cost of £41, and
surveyors at an increased cost of £29,
and anl amount of £E73 is accounted for
by officers oil leave of absence during
last year. Officers onl leave are sometimes
allowed more than the period to which
they are entitled on full pay; and of
course, during the extra period, the de-
partment will show a slightly reduced ex-
penditure; but when they return and
again receive full pay, one has to make
provision for the increased expenditure.
Last year the actual increases uinder the
,classification of this department were very
moderate, and amounted to only £10. fUn-
der the magistracy proper there is an in-
crease of £233. This arises uinder the
following items: Wyndham, £107; Collie,
owing to the magistrate being on leave
for portion of last year, £44; Derby and
Roebourne, magistrate also on leave last
year, £44. The total, including the al-
lowances, is £C233. I will af terwards deal
with the additional sum we have to tack
onl to the magistracy owing to anl arrange-
iient arrived at with the Mines Depart-
ment for taking over certain wyork where
formerly the wardens used to act. First
1 will deal with the increases in respect
of clerks of court, a total increase of
£1,100. During six mouths of last year
the chief clerk in Kalgoorlie was absent,
and his duties were performed by the as-
sistant clerk. This resulted in a savingq
of £72. The saving of course was only
temporary, pending the appointment by
the Public Service Commissioner of a
clerk of the court. He has now been ap-
pointed, and we have to include his salary
,)iu the Estimates. The Wyndhamu clerk
of courts was absent during part of last
year, thus effecting a saving of £138.
But although these are matters onl which
membhers will perhaps look with compla-
cency, it must be remembered that where
-we have sanctioned the appointment of
at c'erk of courts, although his absence

owing to illness or for other reasons may
be accepted as necessary, we aind it by
no means a good thing that his absence
should be unduly prolonged. Either the
appointment is a proper appoiiitment, or
the officer canl be done without. If it is
proper, the vacancy should be filled at the
earliest opportunity. At Newcastle last
year there was a saving of £90, owing to
anl alteration of the position. A number
of officers were brought under one head,
and a considerable number of local pro-
tests resulted. In even' case such local-
ities consider they have a grievance when
we attempt to amalgamate offices. The
question is still tinder consideration, and
whether the arrangement is workable re-
mains to be seen. If it is, a saving will
be made again this year. It will be ne-
cessary to ask the Committee to sanction
the expenditure, in view of the fact that
we may have to revert to th9 arrange-
ment existing before the amalgamation
of offices could be temporarily carried into
effect. Last year the duties of the assist-
ant clerk at Bunbury were partly dis-
charged by a surplus officer, resulting in
a saving of £7, an expenditure we have to
face this year. Last year at Boulder an
assistant clerk was appointed from the
temporary staff, thus effecting an ap-
parent saving of £180. The vacancy has
been filled, therefore provisioa is niade
under thle heading of clerk of courts
for this year's salary. Mlembers will bear
in mind that in all these matters the Pub-
lic Service Commissioner has to be con-
suited, and is a party to any appoint-
mients madite. I have no hesitation in say-
ing- that in ninny ways the Commissioner
is a drag onl Ministerial control. But with
regarid to appointments, it is undoubted-
ly a great advantage to have an officer
who canl consider the matter altogether
apart from anything like local influences,
and who canl advise the Mlinister whether
the apl'pointment is justified, and on whose
advice the Minister may therefore be pre-
pared to act. There was anl increased
allowance at Nunngearra, which I think
is another name for Black Range, an i n-
crease approved by the Commissioner, of
£35. That has been provided for onl our
lpresent Estimates, aiid an increase in re-
spect of twvo cadets, owing to examine-
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tious not being held, of £80. During the
year the following new offices have been
opened: Pingelly, involving a new expen-
dituire on the present Estimates of £40;
Midland Junction, £30; York, £75; Yal-
goo, £C20; Port Hedland, £20, or a total
]nerease in expenditure of £185. At
Hall's Creek and at Wagin the offices of
clerks of court were -vacant during por-
tion of the year, and we thereby saved
£:45, which we shall have to face for the
Jpresellt year. During last year for a
considerable period the duties of clerk of
courts at York were discharged by a re-
lieving officer, the permanent officer being
on leave. This resulted in a saving of
£830 on last year's vote, and we must make
provision this year for the officer who
has returned to duty. The samie remark
applies to Katanning; and the salary of
a transferred officer at Fremantle not
paid by the department amounts to £30.
Of course it is possible that during the
current financial year we mnay make some
savings of a, character similar to those I
have pointed out. That is to say, some
permanent officers may fall ill and may
therefore be temiporarily relieved of their
duties, or mnay for other reasons be un-
able to do their work, and temporary offi-
cers may be appointed in their stead. Bat
in framing Estimates one must have re-
gard not to the possibilities arising from
eases of that character, hut must suppose
that during the financial year the full staff
authorised by the Commissioner and by
the head of the department will be in re-
ceipt of the full salaries payable. If the
sumns to xvhicli I have drawn attention
are added tip by any member, he wvif I find
that they account for the increased
amount that appears on the Estimates,
if lie includes the additional sumi of £100
for the resident magistrate at Marlble Bar.
That sum should of course be included
in the iteni stipendiary magistracy;- but
a warden, an officer of the Mines Depart-
mnentt, has for a considerable time acted
at Marble Bar, and I suppose the business
there no longer justifies the retention of
at warden ; consequently the Law Depart-
mnent coutributed £100 for a resident
magistrate, which contribution results in a
saving of approximately £400 or £E500 to
the Mines Department.

M1r, Taylor: The Minister for Mines
did not give you any credit for that.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
officer at Marble Bar formierly paid by
the Mines Department is now paid by the
Law Department. In the Supreme Court
the increases of salaries under the classi-
fication of the Commissioner amount to
£C156. The item extra clerical assistance
shows an increase of £87, the reason be-
ing, not that there has been any increase
compared with the vote of last year, but
that during last year £87 of the amount
voted was not spent; and on a compari-
son between the estimate for the current
financial year and the amount spent last
year there thus appears to be an increase
of £C87. The same observation applies to
the sum of £98 in the Curator's office. In
the matter of witnesses and jurors we
spent last year £1,600 less than was pro-
vided on the Estimates; but we have no
reason to suppose that the amount -we
spent last year will be sufficient during
the present financial year, and we there-
fore ask for £500 extra. The reason for
the supposition is that some very long
cases have already been heard-the Whit-
taker ease, which lasted almost a fort-
night; the Jardine case, which also lasted
for a long period, and the White case,
which, perhaps, was not so expensive.
In each of the other cases a large num-
ber of witnesses appeared. It is not
therefore within our power to anticipate
that the sum we spent last year will meet
the charges and expenses we shall incur
uinder this heading during the present
financial year; therefore we have asked
the Committee to sanction an increase of
£E500. It will thus he seen that there
are really no increases of salary iii the
Supreme Court, except in one or two
minor cases. The general increase in the
vote is due to the Electoral Department,
and the remaining increases are for ex-
pendituire authorised last year but saved
owing to circumstances practically of a.
temporary character, which there is no
reason to suppose will be recurrent. I
should like to call the attention of the
Committee to the work of the Crown Lawv
Department during the past year. This
work, as compared with the preceding
years, will no doubt he interesting as
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showing the progress of the country, be-
-cause one may be easily assured that al-
though the fortunes of the country may
be said to be somewhat over-clouded,
though the forward movement is for a
short period retarded, still every day de-
mands are being made for increased ser-
vices, and particularly for increased ser-
vices in the administration of law and of
justice. Hon. members have asked me
-repeatedly to provide clerks of court and
resident miagistrates in places where three
-or four years ago it would be wholly pre-
sumptuous to ask for such appointments.
For instance, in places on the Great
Southern Railway, where settlement has
grown rapidly, people demand-and it
-would be difficult to resist the demand-
legal facilities to eniible themn to recover
in a court of law rights where they have
'been imperilled, and to enable themn to
bare justice administered where it is diffi-
cult otherwise to keep order in the com-
nmunity. No matter how much one pos-
sesses the desire to economise it should be
tempered with consideration to give all
those services necessary to secure the
proper comfort to the people of the
State. Work in the Law Department has
been fairly steady compared with the
previous year. Administration and de-
partmental matters total 8,657 as against
88,170 in the previous financial year. In
correspondence there were 7,283 letters
aind telegrams as against. 6,651 the year
beforne. Criminal wvork fortunately show-
ied a diminution. In criminal cases in the
Supreme Court, last year there were 142
as against 163 in the previous year, while
in the Kalgoorlie Circuit Court the figures
-were almost normal, being 50 as against
41 in the previous year. Magisterial cases
conducted by the department numbered
45S as against 521 in the previous year.
The fines recovered were about £ 1,000 in
Pcci year-, and the costs recovered about
£600 each year. All costs now recov-
ered by the Crown Law Department are
not credited to the department but go to
the Treasury. Therefore, although we
have to do the work, the recoverable
amnounts. which might be used as a set-off
go to the Treasury. On the civil side,
civil actions in which the Crown was con-
erned amounted to 45 as against 47 in

the year before. There were 120 notices
of action as against 141 in the previous
year. In actions in the Supreme Court
there were six brought at the suit of the
Crown and five against the Crown as
against eleven and four respectively in
the previous year. The amnount of funds
handled by the department in the various
branches was: Trust Fund and Advance
Account, £368,000 this year as against
£312,000 in the previous year; District
Courts Account, £100,000 last year as
against £81,000 in the previous year.
Members wvill see that this, which is the
most perfect criterion of the work of the
department,. shows a considerable ad-
vance. We have adopted a systemn in
regard to our accounts which wvill involve
us in some larger expenditure, but it is
absolutely necessary in order to ensure
greater safety. In this State one is ob-
liged, in order to meet the requirements
of those who have business in the district
courts, to handle large sums of money,
and to entrust the handling of them to
officers in out-stations, In the past we
have been somuewhat lax in our system by
placing too much confidence in our offi-
cers, with the result that on occasions
we have found -we were losers. Now, in
order not for one moment to challenge
the honesty of the great mass of our staff
of which -we have no doubt whatever, but
to ensure a greater amount of safety, we
are introducing a system of limuiting the
amiount remitted to the out-stations, which
will of course bring a greater strain on
the accountancy in the central office. In
the conveyancing work we have had a
large increase, owing to the transac-
tions of the Agricultural Bank, hut
if the Bank collects the modest fee, or
even if it does not so long as it allows
the Crown Law Department credit for it,
we shall be able to show that the extra
assistance we have had to put on to deal
wvith this work is covered by the fees re-
ceived. The Lands Titles Office has shown
a falling, off of a small character, but no-
thing to be wondered at or to indicate
anything portentous or othervise.
A1pplications have fallen from 1,130
last year to 1,150 this year, trans-
fens from 7.2S5 to 6,462, mortgages
fromn 3,012 to 2,762 and the revenue
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from £16,622 to £14,696. During
the past financial year we have
worked off a lot of arrears of holidays
mid leave which had accumulated during
past years. A habit had been introduced
into the service of allowing officers to ac-
cumulate leave from year to year, instead
of having a fortnight a year away. For
years, unfortunately, this practice hid ex-
isted and we found it somewhat unjust
to attempt to cut off the leave so sanc-
tioned, while in some cases it was the
overpressure of work of the department
that had iiecessitated an officer abandon-
ing his leave for the year in which he
should have taken it. During last year
we made an effort to clear off all these
arrears of leave;, and I amn now informed
that, with the exception of one or two
officers, we have dealt with all the arrears
of leave due, and that practically the de-
partment will be clear in the future and
officers will only be entitled to their an-
nual leave. I do not know that the other
figures I have need to be dealt with at
great length by me in these opening re-
marks. It will be of interest to state
that in the Supreme Court during the
year there were 234 probates taken out
as against 210 in the previous year. There
was also an increase in the powers of at-
torney registered, while the numnber of
local companies registered was 76 as
against 61 in the previous year, and the
number of foreign companies 30 as
against 31. in the previous year. There
was a slight incerease of wits issued. On
the whole the business of the Supreme
Court maintained its nrmal standard.
I shall be pleased to answer hon. member--
in regard to any item they wish explained
in the various departments. In conclu-
sion I mnust bring before the Conmiittee a
matter that must be kept clear before their
iniuds in questioning- the expenditure, that
it is absolutely necessary in this depart-
mnent to ineur expenditure, and some-
times an increasing expenditure. owving to
the fact that settlement hs arisen, and
that those whQ have settled in out-of-the-
way, places have a righit to demand and
to receive the facilities of our law courts
and jlle proteetion of our, system of legal
fzovernment. There is. another feature.
In, various places, partjpularly -the Far

North, we are obliged to rely on medical
officers discharging the duties of resident
magistrates. [Mr. Taylor : With very
inferior justice, hut we cannot get over
i. I admit that very often the justice

administered is not such as we could de-
sire, but the position is that they must
be doctors, It would be no use appoint-
ing a lawyer and asking him to act as a
doctor; he could not do it, and all that can
be done is that a medical officer is found
who is willing to go to some place where
very often outside thle Government salary
there is 110 possibility of his earning- any-

thing. Pt:Could you not give him a

smattering of law first?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Even

among the medical fraternity there
is no blind rush for the positions. The
Medical Department submit the names
of men to the Crown Law Department.
They say, "So and so is willing to go to
such a place. If you do not want him
you cannot get anyone else; we have been
mouiths trying to get him." So the area
of selection is very limited. Every mem-
her of this Hfouse would like to remedy
that condition of things;, hut when the
conmmunity is very small in numbers it
would be impossible to stiggest appoint-
ing two distinct officers, a medical officer
and a lawyer; because both officers, and
particularly the legal officer, would have
very little to do. Therefore, it being im-
lossi'ble to appoint twvo separate officers,

we must agree to a medical officer being
appointed and to give to him the addi-
tional authority of resident magistrate.
All we can do is that when we find himt
incapable we may mnake representations
and get him changed. Although in some
cases no doubt hon. members could bring
forward matter to prove that the resident
mnagistrate who is also the. district medical
officer has not during the past year dis-
charged his duties in a very satisfactory
manner, yet on the whole, I ami not satis-
fied that these men have failed in their
duties. Undoubtedly there have been

gave errors committed now and tbhp by,
i nd ivid up 1§ fromu wh om. we haye noreasm t
to expect what we might expe$t.[r'mn 4a
trained lawyer,, because we ..know thq
standard by, which they. alone can u
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judged; but we must admit that, on the
whole, they discharge their work in a
fairly satisfactory manner. It is a state
of affairs that will remedy itseli in the
years very soon to come, because as the
population increases, the justification for
a dual appointment will be complete, and
we will he able to appoint an officer purely
for the administration of the law, w~ho,
if he fails in that administration, can be
instantly removed, and in whose place a
proper and efficient officer may be substi-
tuted. I felt called upon to make these
few remarks because I know that those
hon. members who represent districts in
which this system of dual officers exists,
will no doubt criticise the administration
of the law in those parts; but I will ask
them to remember that we have first of
all to find a doctor who has the essential
qualification for an officer in these posi-
tions, and that when a doctor has been
appointed it becomes absolutely necessary
to agree to his being the resident magis-
trate if hie is at all suitable.

(General discussion followed.]

Mr. TAYLOR: The plain and detailed
account the Attorney General gave of the
£Jstimates of these departments was
pleasing. Notwithstanding all the Gov-
ernment said abolit making economies,
even in this vote there was an increase of
over £7,000. He recognised, however, that
£5,000 of that was for the Electoral Bill
alone. The Attorney General had point-
ed out that the rolls had been very in-
differently kept for some years, but it
was hoped that tinder the new Bill the
complaints would be ended. In May
last when the Attorney General and the
Premier were attending the conference
of Premiers in Brisbane, a considerable
controversy arose in connection with the
representation of the State at the Bank-
ruptcy Conference to be held in Mel-
boune. Dleputations were introduced to
the Acting Premier, Mr. Wilson, fawnm
various city organisations, and the Gov-
ernment were strongly urged to allow Mfr.
Moss, the Official Receiver, to attend the
conference on behalf of the State. Evi-
dently in the opinion of the Perth Chani-
her of Commerce, who were chiefly re-
sponsible for tbese deputations, the Gov-

erment were incapable of deciding who
should represent the State. The Attorney
General said he believed he was the pro-
per person, and held tenaciously to that
opinion for some time. The Acting Pre-
mier, in reply to one of the deputations,
promised to wire to the Premier and put
the views of the deputation strongly be-
fore him. He added that he would ask
the Attorney General to permit Mr. Moss,
the Official Receiver, to proceed to Mel-
bourne, Notwithstanding his previous
opinion on the question, the Attornley
General yielded submissively to the pines-
SLure brought to bear by the Chamber of
Commerce, and Mr. 'Moss acted as the
State's representative. Had the Labour
Party been in power and the Minister for
Justice allowed pressure to he brought
upon him by an industrial organisation
in a similar case, none would have howled
louder against it than the present Trea-
surer. He would hove been the first to,
oppose the principle of an industrial or-
ganisation ruling the State and would
have used some such remarks as these:-
"The Labour organisations arc using ex-
ecutive functions which they have no right
to." The Treasurer lent a very willing
ear to the Chamber of Commerce and
actually promised to allow a Government
servant to be the nominee of the Cham-
ber of Commerce and represent their
vie-ws at the conference. Evidently the
Chanber thought that Mr. Moss was
more capable of representing their wishes
than the Attorney General. [MT. Hud-
son. Who had been pulling the strings?.)
The Chamber of Commerce. They fought
for Mr. Moss, and sueceded in winning
the battle. He had a slight acquaintance
with the Official Receiver, although for-
tunately not in his public capacity, and
he had always found him to be a very
courteous and obliging officer. However,
he only desired to emphasise the fact that
the Government yielded to the pressure
of the organisations representative of
capital, and to picture to the minds
of members how Ministers would
if in Opposition, have been the very first
to abuse the Labour Party had they yield-
ed to the pressure of an organ isation of'
workers. If it were wrong for one sec-
tion of the community to bring pressure
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to bear on the Government, it was equally
wrong for another section. N.o such ex-
hibition of weakness had been ever shown
by the Labour Government in their con-
nection with industrial organisations as
had been shown by the present Govern-
mient in connection with the representa-
tives of capital. The Attorney General
deserved congratulation for the stand he
took in the first instance, but anything
but congratulation for the weakness he
showed on pressure being brought on the
Treasurer by the Chamber of Commerce.
Mr. Moss was appointed to go- [Mr.
Iieiimann: And the proper man, too.]
That might be so, hut the Government
were the proper persons to decide who
should be the representative of the Stats
at the Conference. Several meetings of
the Chamber of Commerce were held in
connection with the matter and a number
of articles appeared in the Press. The
Chamber were apparently most indignant
at the action of the Government in the
first instance, and it appeared from thle
tone of their utterances and of the ar-
ticles in the Press that if the Government
had riot yielded they would have put them
out of power- On many occasions he had
stated in the House that the Government
wrere tinder the pressure of the Chambers
of Mines and Commerce. In the past,
he had amply proved that they were un-
der the control of the Chamber of MNines,
and now he had equally fully proved that
they gave way to pressure from the
Chamber of Commerce. As to the state-
ment of the Attorney General concern-
ing the difficulty experienced in supplying
the wants of the people with regard to
the appointment of resident magistrates
in outlying districts, it was recognised
that the Crown Law Dcparient had no
chance of dealing with this question, and
that the person selected by the Medical
Department to act as district medical offi-
cer was generally appointed resident mnag-
istrate with an additional salary. If all
were true that was said about some of
these officials, the combination of duties
was anything but satisfactory. It was
unnecessary to refer to specific cases, but
from what he could gather the gentleman
at Marble Bar was anything but a satis-
factory official in the position. Whatever

he might be as a medical officer, he was
not satisfactory in connection with the
administration of justice. It was un-
necessary for him to refer specifically to
Pinjarra, for they all knew the type of
legal administration there, and the sort
of justice that was meted out by Dr.
Lovegrove. This was not the Principal
Medical Officer, but a relative. All had
read the reports in the Press of the trials
in connection with the closing of certain
gates in that district. That was the most
disgraceful affair altogether, and it was
a pity that it could not he obliterated
from the records of the law proceedings.
[M1r. Holman What did the resident
magistrate say 7)One had altog~thcr
too much respect for the sanctity of this
Chamber to attempt to repeat what Dr.
Lovegrove had said on that occasion. He
had no desire to bring tears to the At-
torney General's eyes. [3ir. Holman:
Tears of what ?] Tears of blood. He
was only wishing the incident had hap-
pened in his district. He would not have
sat silently behind the Government while
that officer -was administering justice. He
questioned the term " justice," the quality
of it. He would not hare sat in silence
behind the Governmnent while his electors
were being treated brutally by a magis-
trate. We knew the circustances con-
cerning the case, we knew the way the
Government had come to the rescue, and
the admirable way in which the M1inister
for Works had come to the rescue of this
officer. It was scandalous. If the dark
deeds of this Government were placed in
the light of day the people would stand
aghast, horrified.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
was hardly in order in making a re-
ference like that.

Mr. TAYLOR :If he did not come
within the Standing Orders, he withdrew
the remark ; but he would like to com-
plain of the Standing Orders in not allow-
ing a member to describe the Government
in language that could only adequately
fit their atrociousness. As far as he -was
concerned, dealing with the magistracy it
was a crying shame and a snare that the
Govern ment did not take steps to remove
this man from the bench. While we in
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Western Australia, in common with the
rest of the Commonwealth, had the most
law-abiding citizens in the world, we
found that justice was administered to
them by a half-and-half, half doctor and
half lawyer ; and not good at either. He
would starve at either. In the profession
of a lawyer he would not earn a ernst,
and as a doctor there was no one who
would bother about reading his sign. If
a man were hauled before such a mnagis-
trate he had no hope ; and when the lib-
erty of the subject was at stake we should
have onl the bench magistrates fromn whom
we could at least expect a fair deal and
not one wvho had already prejudged the
ease.' This magistrate said "I know all
about it." And when be was asked for
an adjournment he would not grant it.
He said, "You don't want an, adjourn-
ment ; I know all about it. You can't
talk to me." This ma' name was
Tischer ; and this is what took place
between the magistrate and Tischer :

Lovegrove :This is simply a faction
fight.

Tischer :It is a matter of principle
with me. I have taken up land under
the liberal laws of the country, and I
expect an outlet from my property to
the market.

Lovelgrove :Well, you shut the gates
across the road.

Tischer :Public funds have been ex-
pended onl that road, and it is the main
road from the settlement to the town-
sihip.

Lovegrove: If the roads board likes
to permit the gates, you should have
nothing to say ahout it.

Tischer :But surely we can express
all opinion.

Lovegrore : You should do what the
roads board tells you ; and I'll make
you do it.

Tischer- Yes, but I can appeal
against your decision.

Lovegrove :I won't argue with you
I know all ahout it. You can't tell me,
you know.

Tischei-: Buit what about all the pull-
lie money that has been spent on it ?

Lovelgrove : God spare my. life
This is at specimen of the settlers
You can't talk to them. It's -no use.

This is the type of gentleman the Attor-
ney General was asking the Committee to
vote supplies for. [Mir. Scaddan :To
"God spare my life."J Just imagine an
altercation of thait description onl an ad-
joirmmment of the court. He could not
refraiin from entering his protest against
this Committee voting money to keep men
of that description on the bench. But
as there was no possibility at this stage
of dealing- with the item, if he were in th4
Chamber, and unless the items were taken
in the smnall hours of the morning, like
they had been with all thle other Esti-
mates, " gagged " through, he would deal
with the official. He could not deal with
the item if the Estimates were considered
at a time when nature never intended
human beings to discuss matters. He ap-
pealed to the member for Murray. in the
interests of his constituents, to see that
the item was removed from the Estimates.
There vrgre other instances he could bring
before the Committee of other gentlemen
holding positions as magistrates, hut hav-
ing dealt with one of such magnitude he
would not dream of touching lesser ex-
amnples. He congratulated the settlers of
the Pinjarra district on being men the
country ought to be proud of. He had
read the speeches of some of those men
protesting against gates heing putl across
the road. Tile gates were placed in a
dangerous poition on the side of a hill,
and wvhen farmiers' wives and daughters
were driving linme the horses had to stand
on the upper side of the bill. He pro-
tested against fossilised magistrates deal-
ing out justice. He hoped the Estimates
would not be pushed through in the early
hours of the morning, but that an oppor-
tunity would be gir-n member-s (f dealing
with the iteilis. [The Attorney General:
This officer was not onl these Estimates.]
Then hie would be- Pound in the Colonial
Secr-etary's Department. One would dig
him up somewhere ansld if he could not
find him on the Estimates Ile Would wire
down to Whittaker, who would find him.

The TREAbtTRR.R (Hon. Frank Wil-
son) : Thle honi. member was in a humorous
vein to-ight :and if be had not done
much good he had entertained the Coin-
mittelec tr if anl hour. The hon. mem-
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her h ad been in Parliament for sonme seven
years, and the item in connection with. this
gentleman had been on the Estimates all
that time, yet the hon. member had not
raised his voir~e to oil] down the wrath of
heaven on the head of this officer. [Mr.
Taylor did ncr know hie was in existence
before.] This officer was good when the
hon. miember was in charge of the de-
paitruent. T'Pieon. miember had knowni
the niagistrato very well for some years.
[ Mr. Taylor hand never seen him in his
life.) It scened passing strange ; but
the hon. membler filed the responsible
position a.9 M1 inister of the depatment
in which this officer was, yet waited un-
til the present moment to take exception
to the salary. Doubtless we had good,
bad, and indifferent magistrates in this
State, as in ever' State of the Common-
wealth ;but lie objected to the wholesale
condemnation of magistrates because of
one instance to which the m~ember had
taken exception. He rose to refer par-
ticularly to the matter of the appointment
of the Official Receiver, Mr. Moss, to at-
tend the confereuce on the bankruptcy
laws in Melbourne. The hon. member
charged the Government with being under
the sway of chtambers of commerce and
chambers of mines, and said lie had
proved that such control existed.

Mr. Taylor-. They sent Moss over, at
any rate.

The TREASURER: Though the Gov-
ernment wouild not give way to any organ-
isation, yet the Government were entitled
to listen favourably to the views of a
large section of the community;, and who
were more deeply interested in the bank-
ruptcy laws of the State and the Com-
monwealth. than chambers of commerce?
The Attorney General was first under
the impression that it was intended to
hold at Brisbane a conference of Attor-
neys General on the bankruptcy laws,
and said he would attend the conference
if he had time. But it was ultimately
found that this was a conference of offi-
cials, not of Ministers; and the Perth and
Fremnantle Chamibers of Commerce, who
had held many interviews with Mir. Moss
regarding the defects of our bankruptcy
laws, naturally asked the Government to

send 'Mr. Moss to the conference to voice
local opinions.

Air. Walker: Were no other Attorneys
General present-?

The TREASURER: Not one.

.1r. HOLMIAN: Listening to the Trea-
surer, one would think we had heaven-sent
magistrates. The avenage magistrate hoe
was not by any means equal to the aver-
age in other States.

The Treasurer: Our population was
smaller.

Mr. 110 LMAN : True, there was less
work to do and less experience to be ac-
quired. Take the recent lock-out case of
the engineers. against Millars' Combine,
tried by M1agistrate Cowan; let the At-
torney General read the remarks of the
Supreme Court Judges on that ease, and
hie would agree that the magistrate's de-
cision was not one to be proud of. Take
the decision of Magistrate Roe in a petty
police-court case lasting only a few days,
in which he allowed costs amounting to
£263 Ss. 2d., practically preventing any
poor man taking such a ease to court.
Magistrate Lovegrove had one or two
other cases to his credit besides Tiseher's.
One mail, brought before Mir. Lovegrove
on some such charge as drunkenness, was
sentenced to detention for life in the Fre-
n~antlc lunatic asylum. The asylum
authorities would not take the man in for
life. Subsequently another man was
brought before the same magistrate for
being of unsound mind, and was fined 6s.
and costs. This was the magistrate who
dealt so severely with Tfischer. Mr. Love-
grove's attitude in these cases was a dis-
grace to any man on the bench or off it.
Then we had the ease of Mr4. Walter,
another magistrate, who said that Inspec-
tor of Mines Lander was guilty of the
charges brought by the member for Cue.
"But," said the magistrate, "do not do it
again, and I will absolve you of alt your
guilt." It was to be hoped the time
would come when men with the interest
of the country at heart would govern the
State, and when magistrates of this sort
would receive the same measure that they
had meted out to other people. It did not
appear whether the innovations made by
the Chief Electoral Officer in his depart-

Estimates :



1140 Estimates: [SEBY) ConLwOfcs

ient had resulted beneficially to the State
as a whole; but some electorates were still
without electoral officers. The vacancies
should at once be filled, to give all elec-
torates equal privileges. There was no
electoral officer at Forrest, though we
were within a few months of a general
election. The Government should give
people every facility to record their votes,
instead of placing obstacles in their way.
Other matters he would deal with on the
itemns.

Mr. WALK.ER.: The whole responsi-
bility for the offences committed in the
Crown Law Department rested with the
Attorney General. He (Mfr. Walker) did
not wish to be personal, hut he did not
think there had been, since the granting
of Responsible Government in this State,
a greater disappointment than that Mini-
ster w'ho had more than once deceived and
misled the House. Recently we were in-
formed it was his intention to dismiss cer-
tain stipendiary magistrates who bad at-
tained a certain age. This included Mr.
Fairbairn of Fremantle. Dr. Smith, re-
cently Commissioner of Titles, had at-
tained that age and was summarily dis-
missed, there being another officer to take
his place. The work of the Commissioner
wvas not now done, though it was paid for,
and the person paid to do it was seldom
there. Magistrate Wright was still at
Albany, and Magistrate Fairhairn still
at Frenmantle. Thus the Attorney Gen-
eral had either intentionally or uninten-
tionally deceived the House by false pre-
tences.

The CHAIRMAN: Thle hon. member
niust not accuse the Attorney General of
deceiving the House, and must withdraw
the statement that there had been any de-
ception. The qualification did not alter
the fact that a reflection was cast on the
Attorney General.

Mr. WVALKERM withdrew the word "de-
ception," and asked how lie could convey
a meaning he submitted was quite par-
liaiuentarv. The Honse could be de-
ceived by a Minister, and being so dle-
ceived, the Minister was guilty of decep-
tion.

ThLe CHAIRMAN: The bon. tnemher
must not accuse the Minister of deceiving,
the House.

Mr. WALKER: Then it was necessary
to state the case to the House. A little
tine ago the Attorney General had dealt
with a case at Leonora, He (M1r. Wal-
ker) asked for the papers, and was foully
accused-he was quoting the Attorney
General now--

The CHAIRMAN: That language was
improper. The hon. member must with-
draw.

Mr. WALKER withdrew. Having
made certain statements, he ;"as accused
by the Attorney General of being a foul
slanderer. The accusation against the
Attorney General was that he had been
instrumental in a certain pet-son escaping
trial. In explanation, the Attorney Gen-
eral stated that it was due to the adminis-
tration of the officers of the department
to whomi he had left the responsibility of
certain things; it heing' made apparent
that part of the terms under which the
Attorney General had accepted the posi-
tion was that he was to be relieved of that
responsibility. Among the papers that
were produced was the document that
stopped action by the police. It was a
minute from the Attorney General.

The Attorney General: That was not
correct.

Mr- WALKER: The minute to the
Commissioner of Police was signed by the
Attorney General, and upon it action was
stopped. Was not that correct?

The Attorney General: Undoubtedly
not.

Mir. 'WALKER: The Commissioner im-
mediately notified his statf to take no far-
ther steps, on the authority of the At-
tornley General. These things were in
the les. He had hit upon a word that
would suit the Chamber: it was "mis-
leading" the House. This was the man-
agemuent we had in our sphere of justice.
Because we had not straight and unper-
verted administration, we had defects in
the admninistration of justice. Again,
when the retirement of the Commissioner
of Titles was under discussion, the At-
torney General cited two anthorities as
being on all-fours with the application
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concerning Dr. Smith; but the Attorney
General failed to tell thle House that in
both eases the meon who bad applied for
,consideration uinder the Superannuation
Act, or its equivalent in Great Britain,
had been guilty of peculation, and that
their characters had been tarnished. Their
eas.es were not on all-fours with that of
Dr. Smith. That was also mnisleading- the
House. We should get absolute good
faith from thle Crown Law Department;
and if we failed in getting that, it was a
bad thing for the administration of jus-
tice in this country. One could prolong
the time of the Committee with instances
that had come to light where the Crown
Law Department had made a laughing-
-stock of justice; but having entered his
protest, it was quite sufficient. We had
-a right to demand that in the administra-
tion of this department there should be
the utmost good faith and confidence be-
tween this Chamber and the bead of the
Crown Law Department.

Air. ANGWIN: There was no provision
-on these Estimates dealing with the half
fines due to municipalities under the
Municipal Institutions Act. These half
fines were formerly paid over to the muni-
cipalities but were not now. The law
said that they were to be paid over to the
municipalities and that was the expressed
wish of Parliament in a clause put into
-the Municipalities Act, so that the officers
in the Government Depaitments should
pay thein over. Provision should have
been niade for this on the Estimates, and
the Attorney General should have given
isonc explanation in reg-ard to the recent
Supreme Court case. The fines were paid
into the Attorney General's Department.
[ The Attorney General: No; into the
Treasury.] In some eases half the fines
were sent by the police court officers direct
to the municipalities and the balance was
momitted to the Crown Law Department,
hut since the recent Supreme Court case
all the ines were retained by the depart-
mnent. Provision should have been made
on the Estimates so that Parliament could
give an expression of opinion onl the mat-
ter. He did not believe in the principle
of giving the half of the fines to muni-
cipalities, and he held the opinion that if

in the past an itemn for the distribution
of this money had been placed on the Es-
tiniates, Parliament would have expressed
such an opinion on the subject that the
clause would not have been inserted in
the Municipalities Bill. He understood
the reason why the fines were not being
paid over to the mnunicipalities now was
that the money had been spent and there
were not sufficient funds in the Crown
Law Department to pay the mnunicipali-
ties.

The A1ttorney Generat: 'Who told the
hoi. member that?-.

Mr. ANOWIN had been informed, also
that in the first instance the muoneys
should not have been given to the nmni-
cipalities, but that they should have been
remaitted to the Crown Law% Department,
and that a sum should bare been placed
onl the Estimates so that Parliament could
vote ani account for distribution to the
various municipalities. Seeing that the
Crown were taking all these funds, the
Attorney General should give some ex-
planation as to what the Government in-
tended to do in the future, whether they
intencled to repeal this section, or to carry
out the Act.

31r. HEITM'ANN: The people on the
11Lureliison had for years been asking the
Crown Law Department and the Govern-
ment generally, for greater facilitieis for
litigants onl the Murehison by an exten-
sion of the systemi of circuit courts to
Cue, which was the centre. The objection
urged by the Government was the matter
of expense. During the last twelve
mnonthis there had been miany cases where
people had been put to very great ex-
pen-Se inl comfing tu Perth to have their
eases tried. There were two Crown cases
in which the accused were charged with
murder, and iii one of these twenty wit-
nesses had to be brought to Perth. In
the other case the Crown Law Depart-
ment thought fit to have the trial at
Geraldton. It. would be much better and
cheaper for all parties concerned if all
important cases were tried at Cue. Re-
cently a case of great importance to Cue
arose. It was in connection with anl en-
croachiment of a mining lease, and the
litigants had to bring to Perth about.
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twenty witnesses. This meant seriously
handicapping one of the parties, and it
appeared that the principle now adopted
was that the man with the most money
receivecd the most law. In the case in
question the loser was almost crippled
by the costs. The present system of deal-
ing with thle eases of persons committed
for trial was bad. A resident magistrate
or warden committed a man for trial,
and in the second hearing the prisoner
appeared before the same magistrate,
with whom one or two justices sat, and a
jury. With regard to juistices, it was
unwise that any of these honorary magis-
trates should sit on criminal eases. There
was now a ease in the North-West where
a man was charged with criminal assault,
and he was undefended. It was deci-
dedly unfair that when a man was tried
for a very serious offence he should not
hare legali assistance. werely because he
had not the money to pay for it. It was
a blot against the system that a man with-
out money should have no assistance from
a leg-al gentleman at a time when he had
arayed against him all the best legal
assistance at the Crown's disposal.

[Mr. Hudson in the Chair.]

Mr. HEITMANN :This system of ap-
pointing justices was a bad one, and miany
weni had been elevated to the position
avitbhout proper consideration. On the
Murchison there were men appointed
justices -who were not fit to serve oat
justice to a dog. Mfen sat on the Bench
who should never be allowed to do so,
and the slightest inquiry on the part of
the department would bare shown they
were not even decent citizens. He had
given the names of some of these justices
to the Premier. Mention had been made
of th5 magistrates of the State, and al-
though hie did not desire to cit~icise any
of those gentlemen, he wished to refer
to a recent ease where a .magistrate of
long experience made a very peucliar
remark. There was a ease before a
magistrate in which the police after seiz-
ing a quantity of wine, proceeded against
the licensee for selling an article which
was a production from the Eastern
States. In giving a verdiet against the
department, the magistrate went out of

his wa ,y to tell the licensee that, although
lie was forced to give the case in his
favour on that occasion he would take
good care that he would not get his license
again. That magistrate should be told hie
was there to administer the laws and not
to pass Fuch remarks. Then there was
the -White case that had been brought be-
fore the public, and now that unfortwnate
individual was in the position of being
neither w-iultv nor innocent. The case
against imi was taken up with great en-
thusiasni by the department in the first
instance, hiut gra--dually that enthiisiesui
died out, until even~tually the case was
handed over by the Crown Law Depart-
ment to a legal aviitleman of the city.
It appeared that for some reason the
Government had decided not to take far-
ther interest in the case, but to let it drop.
Much had been made of the Heitnmann-
Lander case. He had no desire to eriti-
cise the pentlenian who sat on that Comn-
mission, but although lie (Mr. Heitnaun)
was not of a suspicions nature, he came
to the conclusion that when a man's in-
terests ran against those of certain indi-
viduals, when he arrayed himself against
gentlemen who could pull the strings
either through mione-y or influence, he had
no possible chance. That had been proved
by more than one ease. If in the future
he were ever arrayed against certain in-
fluences, certain cflbs and certain gentle-
mn. he would pull out at once, for he
would know very well he would not have
the slightest chance in the law courts of
Western Australia.

Mr. MeLARTY: It was only fair to.
Dr. tovegrove that a few remarks should
he made in reply to the statements mnade
that evening. The accuracy of the report
read had beeni questioned. He bad known
Dr. Lovegrove for a long time and could
not believe lie -would ever make use of
such an expression as "God spare my
life." The name of Mr. Whittaker had
beetn mentioned, and thereby hung a tale.
That gentleman was a very ready writer,
having been areporter, and he kept the
pot boiling all through the trouble. Mr.
Whiittaker was the manl behind the scenes
-who wvorked the automaton. Dr. Love-
grove might not be the brightest magis-
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trate in Western Australia, but as a doc-
tor he was immensely popular in the
MAurray district. He was very good to
the poor; his charges were moderate, and
in many cases he never charged at all.
It was only right to say this, as even "Old
Nick" was not as black as lie was painted.

Mr. 'UNDERWOOD: Protests mnust
be entered against this systemi of appoint-
ing medical mnen as magistrates. There
was no one move uinfitted to be a muagis-
trate than a mnedical man, for his calling
made 1im to a certain extent hardened
against hMan111 feelings . Not a single case
could be called to mind where a medical
man had given satisfaction as a mnagis-
trate, yet looking through the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner's report it was ascer-
tained that every magistrate North of
Oeraldton was a medical man. [The At-
torney General: The man at Carnarvon
was not.] In referring to the magis-
trates lie had no intention whatever of
questioning their honesty, but what he
complained of was their incapacity. As
to the magistrates at Marble Bar, it must
bie remembered that that district was, a
very big one, and that the town of Marble
Bar was practically the centre of the
.North-West. In his opinion there was
ample work there for a magistrate -who
attended to his duties. The duties of the
office were stipendiary magistrate, licen-
sing magistrate, coroner, magistrate of
the Local Court, Warden for the Pilbarra
district, Treasury Paymaster, and several
other offices. The disrict was a very
large one with many centres of population
scattered through a great area of coun-
try, and to give attention to the district
properly would occupy the attention of
one man. The district thoroughly wvar-
ranted the appointment of a magistrate.
The duties of the officer as resident mag-
istrate were very considerable and the
duties of resident medical officer were in
themselves aniple for one man to attend
to. Putting the two duties on one man's
shoulders meant that he was not able to
attend properly to either of them. Since
this officer had held the position for 18
months the complaints had been contin-
ual, both in regard to the lack of atten-
tion to outlying parts of the district in

his magisterial capacity, also, as to the
treatment of patients. The Government
should give the position at 'Marble Bar
more consideration than it had received
in the past. It had been decided by the
Governument to spend something like a
quarter of a million of money to build a
railway to that centre; at the same timie
they discharged a resident magistrate and
put a resident medical officer to do the
work,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (in re-
ply generally) : The magistrates in differ-
eat parts of the country had been subject
to some severe criticism by members, and
from the observations made by the mnem-
ber for Murray that criticism, at any rate
in some cases, was wholly unjustifiable.
It was founded on what might be called
newspaper tattle, and some member
had must juistly said although these medi-
cal officers nmade blunders in some instan-
ces, they were not fools or worse than
fools as was sometimes contended. The
system was one we should have to grow
out of as we became a State of larger
population; it was no use contemplating
the possihility of it now. We could not
p)osibly take the State right through and
condemn the appointment of doctors and
legal gentlemen iii electorates where the
population could be nnmbe~ed by a few
centuries, It would inean the demuand on
the resources of the State would largely
increase and the gentlemen's time would
be all their own. He did not propose to
go into the instances quoted for the rea-
som, as had been justly pointed out, that
it was altogether foreign to the system
of the administration of justice to have a
person who was himself concerned acting
as a court of appeal. Unfortunately any
person who went into a law court and was
not successful was an aggrieved party.
It would not be on his part A all a useful
matter if he were to follow up the com-
plaints made, by some members of the
House, as they were matters on which
they were highly interested parties. But
he had to deal with the observations of
the member for Kanowna ; and as
that member was absent, his observations
would be confined wvithin limits which
otherwise they would have exceeded. The
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member stated the blame for any aberra-
tion on the part of magistrates was to be
laid entirely on his (the Attorney Gen-
eral's) shoulders, and he justified the
statement by the extraordinary allegation
that he had misled the House. In the
absence of the member he wished to be
extremely moderate, hut hie wished en-
tirely to dispel any possible justification
for the member's remarks. But he thought
hie would be justified in going this far and
saying that one nowadays in the
House discounted the observations
made by the member for Ranowna,
for it was well known that his natural
disposition made it impossible for him
to refrain not only from gross exaggera-
tion but from misleading himself into, a
phraseology, which, if it had one mioment's
consideration, would be found to be
unjustifiable. The first illustration the
member gave of the supposed misleading
on his (the 'Attorney General's) part was
in regard to the magistrates at Fremantle
and Albany. The member said that he
(Attorney General) informed the House
that he would dispense with their services,
and yet these officers were still in office.
Re did not know if members opposite
took much interest in the magistracy of
the country, or in the classification by the
rublic Service Commissioner, or how far
the power at a. Minister was suspended
by the appointment of the Public Service
Conmnissioner :it was perfectly correct
these magistrates had their offices deter-
mined by himself, as being over the age
the Public Service Act prescribed, when
he became Attorney General two years
ago. These officers had since continued-
although their offices had been determined
-- as acting magistrates, for the reason
that he (the Attorney General) had no
power to dispense with their service en-
tirely, having no power to appoint their
successors. It rested entirely with the
Public Service Commissioner to make
these appointments, or to recommend par-
ties to occupy these offices when they
ceased. We were not now discussing the
Public Service Act or the Public Service
Commissioner, or he would he inclined to
give grave reasons to the Committee why
a change should be made from that which
now tied the hands of the Miniter, so that

he had to depend entirely on the Public
Service Commissioner for ca rryin g into ef -
fect the reforms which he had long ago de-
termined should be carried into effect.
These officers by an Order-in-Couincil.
were required to retire. This was not a
miatter over which the Public Service
Commissioner had control. But it was
impossible to leave the offices vacant, and
the result was the magistrates had been
continued in their offices as acting magis-
trates, peniding the Public Service Com-
missioner recommnending someone to suc-
ceed them, when the recommendation
would he accepted by him (the Attorney
General). No recommendation had been
mnade so far. [Mr. Stuart :Were such
reconinendati ons asked for 9] Certainly.
The matter had been pressed over and
over again on the Public Service Commis-
sioner ; he had been asked to expedite the
matter. He Ithe Attorney General) was
not saying there might not have been
reasons on the part of the Public Service
Commissioner for not publishing the clas-
sification. It was only necessary to call
attention to the extraordinary frame of
mind of which the member for Kanowna
stood possessed when he gave an illustra-
tion of that kind as being a justification
for the remark that he (the Attorney Gen-
eral) misled the House. Because he had
told the House he had called upon these
gentlemen to resign and they were still
holding the positions, therefore that was
the whole cause for the magistrates in the
country miak-ing such blunders, from the
magistrate at Pinjarra to the magistrates
in the far districts in the North. This
member was going to enter a profession
in which accuracy was one of the leading
quslificalions4, mid yet he allowed himself
to fall into such a horrible position of
blundering. The hon. member went on
to farther sustain his argument with the
Tower Hill case at Leonora. Members
would remember when this matter was be-
fore Parliament on a former occasion
what he (the Attorney General) objected
to and would have resented in language
that was too strong for the Standing
Orders to permit of his being allowed to
use, was that he (the Attorney General)
made business for his partner ; that he
was guided by the most extraordinary
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cupidity ; and farthermore it was en-
tirely wrong for any firm of solicitors,
one of whom had taken a legal office
under the Crown, to practise at
all in the law courts against the Crown.
He (the Attorney General) did not wish
to go back on beaten tracks, but he re-
sented strongly and very properly the
charge made by the member, and he be-
lieved he pointed out it was totally abisurd.
Now the member said a certain communi-
cation on the file was the reason for a
prosecution, or for the prosecution not
having been carried on, against Mr. Ger-
aid Browne. As a matter of fact, the
file lay on the table for the whole of last
session and it was open to the m'enmber
after looking at the file to discuss it. If
members would look at the file they would
see as a matter of record the Crown Pro-
secutor left Perth and went to Leonora
or Owalia, and conducted the prosecu-
*tion against Mr. Gerald Browns. In-
stead of relying, as was the case in 99
cases out of every 100, on a local police
offic er to conduct the prosecution, a special
officer was sent up. [Mr. Bath :That
was on the minor charge.J It was ab-
solutely the same from a legal point of
view, and the hon. member as a lay-
man would understand the point, that
either he was justified wholly or not justi-
fled at all ; either he was entitled to de-
fend or assault the unfortunate man who
afterwards died, or he was not entitled
at all. The lion, member (Mr. Walker)
gave a third illustration-that he (the
Attorney General) had deceived the
House in reference in Dr. Smith, by sup-
pressing, when quoting two authorities,
certain circumstances that should have
-been revealed. To the hon. member every-
body was either an angel or the blackest
-devil in Hades. To him Dr. Smith was
an angel. For Dr. Smith he (the Attor-
ney General) had the greatest respect,
and, though it was his duty to dispense

-With the doctor's services, he would be
the last man in the Chamber to cast any
reflection on the doctor's character or

-capacity, or to remain silent if any other
member cast such a reflection. But the
hon. member in his recent motion set up
a claim that Dr. Smith was absolutely
-etitled to a pension, arid in reply -he

(the Attorniey General) quoted two Eng-
lish decisions, based on a statute worded
similarly to our own, showing that the
pension was not a right but a bounty;
and it did not matter whether the parties
claiming pensions were of good, bad, or
indifferent character. Therefore, as the
pension was paid as a bounty, the Gov-
ernnaent could pay it under any condition
they chose to make. He had read only
the decision of the learned Judge, yet the
hon. member said the House had been
misled because the claimants in those two
English cases had something against their
character. If the hon. member were an
innocent rustic brought up in a remote
village and suddenly thrown on the world,
he might be excused for thinking that be
(the Attorney General) had led the House
to believe that the character of the appli-
cants in the English cases bad any-
thing to do with the decision. But
the decision pronounced here was open to
review in the courts; and no person, not
even the learned doctor, had dared to
challenge it. The member for East Fre-
mantle (Mr. Angwin) complained of the
non-receipt by his municipality of police-
court fees payable to municipalities un-
der certain conditions. The conditions
were that the offences must be committed
and the fines recovered in one and the
same municipality, in order that the muni-
cipality might benefit by the fines. If a
man committed an offence in East Fre-
mantle and were fined in the Fremantle
court, neither municipality was entitled to
anything, but the fine went to the Crown.
In the past such eases bad been regarded
as offences committed in East Fremantle
and fines recovered in East Fremantle.
One half of the fines went to the East
Fremantle council, and so with all outly-
ing municipalities. But in view of the
claim made against the Crown by the
Fremantle municipality for the whole of
the fines and not for half, which half was
given where the law did not require it to
be given, the department had adopted the
practice of paying only when legally
bound to pay; and as the police court was
seldom held in East Fremantle, that muni-
cipality was not likely to receive much in
the way of fines. The member for One
(Mr. Heitmann) drew attention to the
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need for a circuit court on the Murchison.
When the work to be done justified a cir-
cuit court it would be established;, but
without an enormously increased expendi-
ture, which would not be justified by the
small results to he achieved, we could not
send circuit courts to Cute, Buabury, Al-
bany, and Katanning.

Mr.i BATH: It was not usual on the
general discussion to speak after the -Min-
ister's reply; but in justification of the
member for Konowna (Mr. Walker), who
had gone home,1 it was necessary to read
from the file a wire which had been sent
to the police officer in charge of the Ger-
ald Browne case, instructing a discontinu-
ance of the proceedings:-

"Confidential, re IMaley-Attoruey
General instructs no farther action to
be taken against Browne, without in-
structions."1

The A~ttorney General: Read the min-
ute on the file.

Mr. BATH: These -were the instructions
after M1arley had died.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: As ex-
plained to the House at the time, the
Commissioner of Police asked him whether
on the assumption that the magistrate's
decision was right on the charge brought
against Mr. Browne, the fact that the
nman M-arley had died made any differ-
ence. He (the Attorney Geueral) replied
that if the magistrate's decision was right,
the death did nut make any difference.
That was simply a legal opinion, which
wouild apply to any vase. He had pre-
*iously explained the matter to the House
and his remarks would be found in Han-
sard.

Air. STU;ART: Why was not Mr.
Brtowne called as a witness in the easel
Why was he allowed to leave the countryl

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The file
showed that at the date on which sub-
poenas were issued for the criminal sit-
tings, Mr. Browtpe had left the State.

[General discussion concluded.)

First vote (Crown Law Offices) put
and passed.

Vote-Eectorial-agreed to.

Vote-Land Titles-agreed to.

[21r. Daglish took, the Chair.]

Votc-Siipendiary Magist racy, £30,-
435:

31r. T. 1L, BROWN: According- to the
Public Service Commissioner's report, the
magistrate at (ieraldton. who received £300
and quarters, had to discharge the duty
of warden of the -Northampton mining
field; and the Coumuissioner recommended
that he should act also as resident mnedical
officer at Northampton. Nevertheless the
Commissioner's classification fixed the
maximium for the office at £05 more than
the magistrate was nowv receiving.
He would like some assurance fromn the
Attorney General that the Public Servict
Commissioner's report would be consid
ered before being adopted, because Ger.
aldton was a large centre and would grom
larger. The resident magistrate then(
had a number of offices to fill and con-
siderable distances to travel. The argu
ments advanced to-night went to hoq
that we should have the best men it waw
possible to get for the positions; but w(
could not get. thenm unless we paid highei
salaries. He had great behief in Mr
Walter's abilities as a niagistrate. Thi
salary should not be interferted with, noi
only for Mr. Waiter's sake hut for the
sake of any that might follow iMr. 'Wal.
ter in the position.

Mr. HUDSON: M~any disparaging i-e
marks had been made with regard to th4
magistracy, bu~t hie had not found man]
of them so had as had been mentioned
The Norseman magistrate had the ful
eonfidence of the whole of the Dunda
community. The Public Service Corn
mnissioner recommended that the Norse
man magistrate was not needed; but i
was to be hoped the Government wouk(
see that this recommendation was not car
ried out, without much rater inquir.
than had been made by the Coxmmsioner
who bad net been to Norseman or Ravens
thorpe, but had gained all his knowledgi
concerning these places from his office ih
Perth.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
-would be obviously indiscreet and im

[ASSEMBLY.] Stipendiary MagioRtracy.
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proper to express an' opinion about in-
dividual eases such as the member for
Gernldtou drew attention to. The mnagis
trate in question possessed the right of
appeal, and 110 doubt would exercise it.
If he (the Attorney General) expressed
an adverse opinion about the case, it
-would mean that the magistrate's appeal
would be of no benefit to him; and on the
other band the board might resent any
pronouncement of judgment before the
-appeal was beard. The Government would
not accept the Commissioner's classifica-
tion without careful consideration. Hffis
views did not coincide in many respects
'With the views held by the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner, but this was not the
arena. to fight out the difference. Mein-
-hers had his assurance that no steps would
he taken hastily or without careful con-
-sideration.

Vote put and passed.

Vote, Supreme Court £16,415-agreed
to.

This concluded the votes for the De-
partment.

On the next Division in the Anual
Estimates (Public Works) -

Progress reported, and leave given to
!Sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 11.40 o'cock,

-until the next Tuesday.

legtelattvpe Crouncil.
T'uesday, 3rd December, 1907.

PAO E
Questions: Railways Inquiry, Agricultural Lines I L47

RaiWa Station, Newcastle............1147
Bils! Police Act Amendment (Pearl Stealing),

2R., Corn. reported..................1ts
Land and Income Tax Assessment, InE. 1.1lic
Lad and Income Tax, to impose a tax, IR.. 115D
Brands Amoendment, Corn, reported.......1150
Agricultural Bank Amendment, 2n. concluded 1164
Permanent Reserve itededication. 2R. sand Corn. 1189

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 o'clock p.m.

Prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

B-y the Colonial Secretary: 1, Report
of the Department of Land Titles to
30th June, 1907. 2, Report of the Ab-
origines Department to 30th June, 1907.
3, Report of the Harbour and Light
Department to 30th June, 1907. 4,
Roads Act, 1902; (a.) By-laws of Irwin
Road. Board. (h.) By-laws of Green-
mount Road Board. (c.) By-laws of
BalingUp Road Board. 5, By-laws, of
Municipality of Fremnantle.

QUESTION-RAILWAYS .INQUIRY,

AGRICULTUJRAL LINES.
Hon. J. W. WRIGHT asked the

Colonial Secretary : Having regard to
his answer of the 26th November'-with
reference to the granting of a Royal
Commission to inquire into the working
of the Railway System, will the Gov-
erment advise His Excellency the Gov-
ernor to issue a Royal Commission to
inquire into the construction of the
Gooinal ling - Dowerin, Wagin -Dfumble-

yung, and Katanning-Kojonup Rail-
-ways I

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: The Government have no objec-
tion if Parliament so desires.

QUESTION-RAIhWAY STATION,
NEWCASTLE.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY asked the
Colonial Secretary: 1, Have the Govern-
mient received a communication from

1)

Estimates.


